
Rector's Ramblings 
The Psalms occupy a unique place in the
canon of scripture. Most of the Bible is a
record of God speaking to humanity. The
Psalms, on the other hand, are mostly a
record of humans speaking to God. The
Psalms are a book of prayers. 

The Psalms have been used as a guide
for prayer throughout the history of the church. St. Augustine of
Hippo said that the church prays the Psalms with and in
Christ. John Calvin said of the Psalms, “There is not an
emotion of which anyone can be conscious that is not here
represented as in a mirror.”   

Although they are a record of human responses to God, they
are a little something more than that. As part of the canon of
scripture, the Psalms are a collection of inspired responses to
God. This is important to keep in mind as we pray the
Psalms. As Calvin noted, the Psalms reflect the full array of
emotions. 

Some of the Psalms are very popular. Many who know almost
no other scripture recognize the words of the 23rd
Psalm. Likewise, many Christians take great comfort in the
words of the 121st Psalm: “I lift up my eyes to the hills; from
where is my help to come?” 

There are also some Psalms that many Christians feel
uncomfortable praying. The opening words of the 22nd Psalm,
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” might sound
fine coming from Jesus on the cross, but few of us feel
comfortable praying them ourselves. How many of us would be
comfortable praying the final five verses of the 139th Psalm



which contains lines like, “Oh, that you would slay the wicked,
O God?” 

The lectionary places certain portions of the Psalms in
brackets, indicating that we may omit them from our prayers. At
times this is appropriate. At other times, it is important that we
come to terms with why those verses are there, and how they
might help us in our own life of prayer.

Over the next few weeks, we will examine the Psalms, and
come to an understanding of how they can enrich our life of
prayer and deepen our relationship with God.   

Fr. RJ

FALL "CELEBRATION"
OUTDOOR CLEAN-UP!
 
Volunteers are needed to help
with Fall clean-up in the Betty
Fortney Sanctuary. Pulling
weeds, raking leaves, planting
some bulbs, whatever your
specialty is! Bring your tools and gloves and get ready for
some fun fall clean-up at the church. You can participate by
signing up for one of these dates: 
 
Saturday, October 8 from 10-12
Saturday, October 15 from 10-12
 
So celebrate the fall outdoors and help prepare the Sanctuary
for services next year. Breathe in the crisp fall air and enjoy
some spooky treats too! Who knows, we just might spot a
deer or two!...or three...

Let us know you're coming! Email the office.

mailto:office@stmarks-canton.org


Holy Eucharist, Oct. 9,
8 and 10 a.m.
Sunday School, 10 a.m.
Lessons
Bulletin
Live Stream

Monday, October 10
Office Closed
Knitting, 1 p.m.
Book Club, 3 p.m.

Wednesday, October 12
Evening Prayer, 4 p.m. (Zoom)
Bulletin Zoom

Sunday, October 16
Directory Photo Day following the 10 a.m. Service
RSVP to the office

The Diocese has continued to offer easy
online giving. To use this, please select "St.
Mark's Canton" from the dropdown, and
choose either a one-time or recurring gift. We
thank you for your continued support.

Designate a Gift to St. Mark's

Bob's Music Notes

At my first organ lesson with Virgil Fox, he outlined the tonal
colors of the organ and acquainted me with pedal scales. He
also said, "Bobby - you will be playing the Doxology the rest of
your life. Memorize it!" I took his advice to heart.

http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp23_RCL.html#ot2
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/9ea23b68-5cdd-434c-a4fc-f22414d610ee.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/stmarks.canton
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/a80be570-5b03-46d5-98ca-99d506686e11.pdf
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85704618707?pwd=Wm5RMlhXVXBhaFk5eENpb1duc0hMdz09
https://dohio.org/designate-a-gift-to-your-parish


Fast forward to the Fall of 1951 when I had been on the job at
First Methodist Church in Canton for a month. I was dining at a
church dinner when one of the kitchen workers came to me
and said I had a phone call. It was from a young lady seeking
organ lessons, so I set up an appointment with her for October
2nd, the day after my 26th birthday. The young lady in question
told me she got off work around 4 p.m., so I planned to meet
her at 4:30. 

And, right on schedule, there appeared a nurse in a crisp white
uniform, fresh from an Aultman Hospital operating room. I
invited her to play a piano piece for me and then, following the
pattern of Fox, I told her about the organ colors, etc. Well, this
nurse proved to be most apt -- so apt, in fact, that within six
months, I asked her to substitute for me when I would be away
from the bench. 

And I told her to memorize the Doxology. She was not happy
about that, but when the day came that she played for me -- an
early summer day, she propped up a copy of the Doxology on
the music rack, and just when it was about the time to play it, a
gust of wind took her copy sailing off into the chancel. She had
to play it from memory!

October Birthdays
1 W. Robert Morrison

4 Ivy Smith
8 Gail Wetherell Sack

10 RJ Johnson
16 Pat Silagy-Wesson

18 Bobbi Gordon
21 Tom Burns

23 - Fred and Roberta Zollinger
29 Emily Gordon

 
October Anniversaries



1 David and Christy Thorley
5 Chuck and Karen Violand
16 Derek and Emily Gordon

Prayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns

Jim Weaver, Jane Schutrum, Ron Hill, Amelia Rowland, Ron
Brookes

Family and Friends: Pedro Batalla (friend of Gene and Sally
Little), Lenny Reich (Bruce Hixon’s friend); Kay Stanley (Bobbi
Gordon’s mother); Chris Posey (Joe Hoot’s sister); Ray (friend
of Bob Morrison); Ashley Morgan Burton (niece of Barb
Siegfried); DaNay Jackson (friend of Ron Brookes); Allison
Cornell-Hood, Christine Allenbaugh, Bob Patterson & Anne
Higgins (daughter & friends of Diane Cornell); Baby Finnigan
Savage & family, (friends of Pam McCarthy); Dan Dennis
(friend of John Werren); Dan & Bonnie, Jimmy Little (friends &
son of Sue Little); Lenny Reich, Theresa & Addelyn (friends of
the Hixons); Kahmario Coleman (family friend of Jan Hudson);
Matt Gagnon (assistant principal at Oakwood Middle School);
Yanette Pysher (Vonda Temelkoff’s cousin); Sandy Snyder &
Doug Fulton (friend & brother-in-law of the Rands); Lynnda
Hoefler (friend of Sue Little); Tony Donahue & Beth Conley
(friends of Cricket Boyd); Denny & Holly (friends of Paulette
Frech); Marc Hostetler (brother of Susan Hostetler); Baby
David (friend of the Schaubs); Sullivan & Guzman families, Jim
Bellamy, Bill Allen, Mike Paradis & Pastor Marilyn Roman
(friends of the Mulls); Johnny Willoughby (grandson of the
Willoughbys); Jim Mesko (friend of Jim Weaver).

For those who have died.
For those in the armed forces.

PRAYER CHAIN:
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the
specific needs of those on the prayer chain. If you would like to
place yourself or a loved one on the prayer chain, please
contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net

Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or
on the Prayer Concerns list appearing in The Lion's Pause and



Sunday bulletin or in both places. Please let Bobbi know your
preference. Unless otherwise instructed, names will be listed
as we receive them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the
status of your friends or family members as to when they may
be removed from the prayer lists.

Office Hours:Office Hours:
Fr. RJ: M-Th, by appointment

Katie: MWF, 8-2:30 p.m.

Contact Us:
Fr. RJ
Office

Wardens

 
Need to update your directory
listing, birthday, or
anniversary? Update here.

      

515 48TH ST. NW CANTON, OH 44709
330.499.2662 | OFFICE@STMARKS-CANTON.ORG

WWW.STMARKS-CANTON.ORG

We seek to unite all people with God and each other in Christ through
worship, fellowship, education, and service.
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More Links HERE
Bellwether Farm

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The
difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products
to the charitable organization of your choice.

Shop HereShop Here
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