Rector's Ramblings
One of the stranger customs in the Chapel at Oral Roberts
University was that Good Friday was the one chapel service of
the year at which the eucharist was celebrated. If you sat with
the faculty of the Theology Department following chapel, you
could listen to the debate about whether that was in any way
appropriate. There were members of the Theology Faculty who
were Episcopalian, Roman Catholic, Presbyterian, and
Methodist. There was also members who were Pentecostal
and Non-Denominational. Those from the traditional churches
would explain that it was inappropriate to celebrate the
eucharist on Good Friday. Those who were not would say that

it was the perfect day for it. After all, as Paul wrote, “For as
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.”
So why do we not celebrate the eucharist on Good Friday if the
celebration of the eucharist is a proclamation of the Lord’s
death?
One reason we do not celebrate the eucharist is that the
eucharist is to be celebrated with a certain joy, and includes
the declaration of the triumph of Jesus over death. It is not that
we forget the triumph of Jesus over death on Good
Friday. Rather, on Good Friday, our focus is on the price that
Jesus paid to redeem the world from sin and death. We enter
into the desolation that Jesus experienced on the cross.
Another reason we do not celebrate the eucharist on Good
Friday was explained by Thomas Aquinas in the Summa
Theologica. Aquinas wrote, “The figure [the eucharist] ceases
on the advent of the reality. But this sacrament is a figure and
a representation of our Lord’s Passion, as stated above. And
therefore on the day on which our Lord’s Passion is recalled as
it was really accomplished, this sacrament is not consecrated.”
On Good Friday, we remember the reality of the crucifixion of
Jesus rather than the sacrament that represents it.
Good Friday is a day when we experience the weight of our
sins against God. It is a day when we remember the price of
our redemption. If we enter into the heaviness of Good Friday,
the experience of Easter will be all the more powerful.
Fr. RJ

Easter Sunday, April 17
Holy Eucharist at 8 and 10 a.m.

Sunday School at 10 a.m.
Bible Study at 9 a.m.
Lessons
Bulletin
Live Stream
Tuesday, April 19

Celebration of Ministry
7 p.m. with Reception to Follow
Wednesday, April 20
Evening Prayer, 4 p.m. (Zoom)
Bulletin Join Zoom Meeting
Sunday, April 24
Morning Prayer at 8 and 10 a.m.

The Cluster Dinner group will be gathering Thursday, April
28th: Reservations are for 7:00 at the Bistro of
Oakwood. Please let MaryAnn Kiesling or the church office
know if you would like to be included.

The Diocese has continued to
offer easy online giving. To
use this, please select "St.
Mark's Canton" from the
dropdown, and choose either
a one-time or recurring gift.
We thank you for your continued support.
Designate a Gift to St. Mark's

Bob's Music Notes
When the folks at Baltimore's Stieff
Piano Company told me I could come in
and play the Hammond Organ any time, I
took them at their word, and every
Saturday, after my Peabody piano
lesson, down to Howard Street I
went. On one of these visits, Mrs. Stieff
listened to me running through
"Alexander's Ragtime Band." I was
playing the tonic/dominant notes in the
pedal and she said, "Try a descending scale in the bass
instead of tonic/dominant." Well, it opened up a new world of
tonal possibilities for me, a most helpful suggestion. With my
newfound enthusiasm for the Hammond, I could hardly wait to
break the news to my church organist, Henrikka Whelan. I
should have known better.

April Birthdays
1 Marcia Kiesling, Sarah Highman
8 Drew Pelger
9 Tom Temelkoff
10 Barbara Whitehouse
12 JD Cerrone-Arnold,
Susie Hines
20 Katie Cerrone-Arnold
25 Stew Hudson
26 Sandi Kaustinen
27 Karen Violand
Prayer Concerns
Fred Gibbs, Jim Weaver, Jane Schutrum, Ron Hill, Amelia
Rowland, Ron Brookes

Family and Friends: Lenny Reich (acquaintance of the Hixons);
Natalie (family friend of the Willoughbys); Kahmario Coleman
(family friend of the Hudson family), Aurora (friend of the
Gordons); Matt Gagnon (assistant principal at Oakwood Middle
School), Theresa & Addelyn (friends of Judy Hixon); Yanette
Pysher (Vonda Temelkoff’s cousin); Shelli Montoni, Sandy
Snyder, & the Fulton family (friend and relatives of the Rands);
Lynnda Hoefler (friends of Sue Little); Janet Sheatzley Morgan
(Barb Siegfried’s sister); Tony Donahue & Beth Conley (friends
of Cricket Boyd); Carol Jones (daughter of Buck & BJ Jones);
Glenn Robert (friend of Beth Crowl); Terry L. (friend of Pam
McCarthy); Lesley & Holly (friends of Paulette Frech); Marc
Hostetler (brother of Susan Hostetler); Baby David (friend of
the Schaubs); Bob Patterson (friends of Diana Cornell);
Sullivan & Guzman families & Pastor Marilyn Roman (friends of
the Mulls); Johnny Willoughby (grandson of the Willoughbys);
Jim Mesko (friend of Jim Weaver).
For those who have died.
For those in the armed forces.
PRAYER CHAIN:
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the specific needs of
those on the prayer chain. If you would like to place yourself or a loved one on
the prayer chain, please contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net
Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or on the Prayer
Concerns list appearing in The Lion's Pause and Sunday bulletin or in both
places. Please let Bobbi know your preference. Unless otherwise instructed,
names will be listed as we receive them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the
status of your friends or family members as to when they may be removed
from the prayer lists.

Contact Us:
Fr. RJ
Office
Wardens
Need to update your directory listing, birthday, or
anniversary? Update here.
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We seek to unite all people with God and each other in Christ through
worship, fellowship, education, and service.
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More Links HERE
Bellwether Farm
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The
difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products
to the charitable organization of your choice.
Shop Here

