
Rector's Ramblings 
The Bible might best be understood as a
drama with four movements: God’s Good
Creation, the Fall, Redemption, and a New
Heaven and New Earth. The Reformation
emphasized the two movements in the
center, the Fall and Redemption. The
danger of this emphasis is that it tends to
create a disembodied faith. We understand
that the problem is spiritual. We are all
sinners who are unable to save ourselves. Therefore, the solution
is spiritual. Jesus offered himself on the cross for the forgiveness
of our sins. Both of those statements are absolutely
true. However, if we do not connect them to creation and the new
creation, we will miss the incarnational nature of Christian Faith.  

Christmas reminds us of the incarnational nature of the Christian
faith. “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” (John
1:14) Over the next four weeks, we will look at the four
movements outlined in the Bible to understand how they are
connected.  

The first movement is Creation. The opening two chapters of
Genesis tell us that God created the heavens and the earth, giving
structure and order to that creation. God separated light from
darkness, and dry land from water. God made plants and animals
and commanded that each would reproduce after its own kind. If
you plant an apple seed, you do not have to wonder if an orange
tree will grow. Finally, humanity was created in the image of God,
and was given the task of caring for creation. Humans were
created to reflect the glory of God.  

The Gospel According to John begins with echos of Genesis. John
tells us, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God…All things were made through
him.”  

Perhaps the most important statement in Genesis 1 is that God



saw all of creation and said that it was very good. The ability to
enjoy a fine meal is a gift from God. The beauty of nature is a gift
from God. The experience of genuine love is a gift from
God. Ordered rightly, all of these things are very good.  

The material world matters because God created it and said it was
very good. Every human person matters because we were created
in the image of God. How we use creation matters because it is
God’s gift to us, and we were given the task of caring for creation
and for one another.  

Fr. RJ

Good Work St. Mark's!

Money raised for Thanksgiving Baskets and Community
Christmas:

Thanksgiving Baskets: $845.00
Community Christmas: $2100.00

Many thanks to all contributors!

Altar Guild News

If you add to the flower chart in the Narthex, please also
notify the office or your dedication may be missed.

In 2023, altar donations will increase to $20 per dedication
due to the rising cost of flowers. Please make checks out
to Altar Guild.

Thank you for your continued support!



Holy Eucharist, December 18
Fourth Sunday of Advent, 8 and 10 a.m.
Join us for a Christmas pageant during the 10 a.m. service!
Lessons
Bulletin
Live Stream

Wednesday, December 21
Zoom Evening Prayer, 4 p.m.
Bulletin Zoom

The Diocese has continued to offer easy online giving. To use this,
please select "St. Mark's Canton" from the dropdown, and choose
either a one-time or recurring gift. We thank you for your continued
support.

Designate a Gift to St. Mark's

Bob's Music Notes
"Put upon" hardly describes my dismay at my organ teacher
demanding I memorize another. major work after I had spent
hours practicing for my graduate recital at Baltimore's Peabody
Conservatory. Teacher Ross was a mild-mannered fellow and
it seemed unlike him to make this requirement of me, but there

http://lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv4_RCL.html
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/d06761ac-0677-4314-a55a-e207834b2349.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/stmarks.canton
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/d51c721c-996c-4a09-887c-ce7429ce4186.pdf
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81437273382?pwd=ODhOcTlPMlVvUG1pRU1SSDluWEZIdz09
https://dohio.org/designate-a-gift-to-your-parish


was nothing I could do about it other than accede to his
mandate - which I did - but just playing the notes without
expression just to show him I could do it.  

Well, time changes things. As the months wore on I had a
change of heart and realized that Mr. Ross had every right to
ask me to do this.

Fast forward to my appointment as parish musician at Canton's
First Methodist Church downtown. For my opening recital in
May of 1952 I planned it in two parts: concert pieces and for
the last half, a slide show of the interior of the
organ. Remember, this Aeolian-Skinner organ was still new in
1952, having been dedicated by Arthur Poister in March 1950
and few had ever seen the pipework, so I thought the slide
show would be a good idea. For the musical portion, in my
attempt to atone for my attitude with Mr. Ross about learning
"Sonata Eroica" of Joseph Jongen, I determined to make that
masterwork the centerpiece of my recital. To that end, I worked
on it day and night to squeeze out every ounce of that romantic
gem - and I confided to Mr. Ross what I was doing. Thank
goodness I did that because my dear teacher was not long for
this world.

December Birthdays
2 David Thorley
10 Kathy Wise

12 Al Korosi, Pam McCarthy
14 Gary Mull

16 Patrick Watters
24 John Wise

25 Christy Thorley
27 Marilyn Thorp

29 Rebecca Watters
 

December Anniversaries



13 Wayne and Sandy Paradis
27 Rick and Julie Werren

29 Barrie and Marilyn Thorp

Prayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns

Kim Nadel, Jim Weaver, Jane Schutrum, Ron Hill, Amelia
Rowland, Ron Brookes

Family and Friends: Alycia Geis (Karen Violand’s friend’s
daughter); Jacinta Decker (co-worker of Mandy Pelger); Erin
Toohey-Frank (friend of the Watters); Kay Stanley & Michelle
Graber (Bobbi Gordon’s mother & family/friend); Chris Posey (Joe
Hoot’s sister); Ray (friend of Bob Morrison); Ashley Morgan Burton
(niece of Barb Siegfried); DaNay Jackson (friend of Ron Brookes);
Allison Cornell-Hood, Christine Allenbaugh, Bob Patterson, &
Anne Higgins (daughter & friends of Diane Cornell); Baby Finnigan
Savage & family (friends of Pam McCarthy); Dan Dennis (friend of
John Werren); Jimmy Little (son of Sue Little); Theresa & Addelyn
(friends of the Hixons); Kahmario Coleman (family friend of Jan
Hudson); Yanette Pysher (Vonda Temelkoff’s cousin); Sarah,
Sandy Snyder, & Doug Fulton (daughter, friend, & brother-in-law
of the Rands); Lynnda Hoefler (friends of Sue Little); Sally
Sorenson, Tony Donahue, & Beth Conley (friends of the Boyds);
Denny & Holly (friends of Paulette Frech); Marc Hostetler (brother
of Susan Hostetler); Baby David (acquaintance of the Nadels);
Johnny Willoughby (grandson of the Willoughbys); Jim Mesko
(friend of Jim Weaver).

For those who have died.
For those in the armed forces.

PRAYER CHAIN:
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the
specific needs of those on the prayer chain. If you would like to
place yourself or a loved one on the prayer chain, please
contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net

Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or
on the Prayer Concerns list appearing in The Lion's Pause and
Sunday bulletin or in both places. Please let Bobbi know your
preference. Unless otherwise instructed, names will be listed
as we receive them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the
status of your friends or family members as to when they may



be removed from the prayer lists.

Office Hours:Office Hours:
Fr. RJ: M-Th, by appointment

Katie: MWF, 8-2:30 p.m.

Contact Us:
Fr. RJ
Office

Wardens

 
Need to update your directory
listing, birthday, or
anniversary? Update here.
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We seek to unite all people with God and each other in Christ through
worship, fellowship, education, and service.

St. Mark's Church
The Episcopal Church
The Diocese of Ohio

More Links HERE
Bellwether Farm

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The
difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products
to the charitable organization of your choice.

Shop HereShop Here
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