I n view of COVID
transmission rates in Stark
Co. and CDC guidelines, we
are requesting that all
persons attending services at
St. Mark’s continue to wear a
mask inside the building.
Rector's Ramblings
This week, I will take a break
from our examination of the
Chicago-Lambeth
Quadrilateral to reflect on one
aspect of the Incarnation. We
will return to the Quadrilateral
next week.
I have a few books that are collections of letters. One is a
collection of letters written by J.R.R. Tolkien. Another is a book
of letters exchanged between the founders of the Jesuit
Order. The third is a book of letters written by Albert Einstein. I
have to admit I feel a little strange reading these letters. For the
most part, I do not think the authors of the letters ever intended
for a wider audience to read them. They disclose personal
thoughts and feelings that were meant for specific

recipients. At the same time, I think I have a deeper
understanding of the individuals than I would have from
reading the works they intended for publication to the broader
world. However, even though I have a deeper understanding of
them, I still could not say that I know them.
When we read scripture, we are, in a sense, reading God’s
letters to Israel, to the church, and to all of humanity. Even the
historical books, such as First and Second Kings, are not mere
history. They are a revelation of history from the divine
perspective. When we read scripture in this light, we have a
deeper understanding of who God is. At the same time, we
cannot say that we know God.
Just as it is possible to read the letters of Tolkien, Ignatius of
Loyola, or Einstein, and misinterpret them, it is possible to read
scripture and misinterpret the nature and character of God. If I
could talk to Tolkien I would have much more certainty that I
understood his character.
In John 1:14, we are told, “And the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us.” Because of the Incarnation, we no longer
have to worry that we are misunderstanding what God has
said. The Son of God became one of us. He explained the
word spoken through the prophets. He explained the desire of
God for humanity. He exemplified in his life, death, and
resurrection how God intended for us to live.
Part of the meaning of the Incarnation is that we have
something deeper than an understanding of what God
thinks. Instead, we have an understanding of who God
is. When we look at Jesus in the Gospel accounts, we see
God. Everything we think about God must be evaluated by the
standard of the person of Jesus.
Of course, there are other aspects of the Incarnation beyond
knowing who God is. All four accounts of the Gospel invite us
to read further to understand what Jesus accomplished on our
behalf. As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, remember that this
is the beginning of the story. As we continue through the year,
let’s take time to see who God is and what God has
accomplished on our behalf in the person of Jesus.
Fr. RJ
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The Diocese has continued
to offer easy online giving.
To use this, please select
"St. Mark's Canton" from
the dropdown, and choose
either
a
one-time
or
recurring gift. We thank you

Designate a Gift to St.
Mark's

for your continued support.
Bob's Music Notes
My first "home" in Canton was the
downtown YMCA. I had no car, but no problem - my church was only two
blocks away. And I became involved
with the Churchman's Luncheon Club
which the Y organized. The song
leader for that group was William
Strassner. I didn't realize it at the
time, but this fellow was a significant
presence in Canton for some time.
He conducted the Thayer Band and
was the "chorister," as they then
called the music director, at the Methodist Church.
Fast forward some years when I was married to Kathleen. Our
son Scott was about four or five years old. I was still involved
with the Churchman's Club and was asked to do a Christmas
program. Kathleen and I worked up a nice set of poems and
songs but, alas, as the day drew nearer we could not get a
babysitter. The only thing left was to take our little fellow to the
program. Kathleen was concerned about his behavior during
this affair so she told him that, if he misbehaved, there'd be a
lump of coal and some sticks in his Christmas stocking. This
worked like a charm, he was good as gold, so good, in fact,
that the school psychologist, who was a member of the
Churchman's club remarked to Kathleen that he had never
seen such a well-behaved child. When Kathleen told him that
he had been threatened she was afraid he might say this was
not the way to rear a child!
On Christmas Eve we didn't get home from a midnight service
until1:00 a.m. Christmas Day. I started putting together a toy
garage (slot A in slot B etc) and we didn't finish the
preparations until about 3:30 a.m. At 4:00, Scott came into our
bedroom asking if it was time to get up! We tried to quiet him
but by 5:30 or so it was no use. When he came down the stairs
and saw the Christmas tree with a host of presents - and no
coal or sticks, he shouted, "He did! He did!" You never saw a

happier child.
December Birthdays
2 David Thorley
7 Kathy Kennedy
12 Al Korosi, Pam McCarthy
14 Gary Mull
25 Christy Thorley
27 Marilyn Thorp
December Anniversaries
13 Wayne and Sandy Paradis
27 Rick and Julie Werren
29 Jane and Tom King, Barrie and Marilyn Thorp
January Birthdays
3 Sara Strattan
4 Livvy Mull
6 John Willoughby
8 Rick Crowl
10 Debbie Shellhammer
16 Tasha Smith
18 Julie Werren
25 Barrie Thorp, Ten Gall
January Anniversaries
3 Stew and Jan Hudson
16 Mark and Kim Nadel

Prayer Concerns
Fred Gibbs, Jim Weaver, Jane Schutrum, Ron Hill, Amelia
Rowland, Ron Brookes, Jack and Pauline Briggs
Family and Friends: Addelyn (friend of Judy Hixon); John
Fortney (brother of Cindy Brown); Jim Belamy, Stephanie, &
Pat (friends of Marcia Tirpak); Darlene & Diana (friends of Sue
Little), Silvia Batalla (friend of Gene and Sally Little); Yanette
Pysher (Vonda Temerlkoff’s cousin); Sandy Snyder & the
Fulton family (friend and relatives of the Rands); Lynnda
Hoefler & Darlene (friends of Sue Little); Sherry & Noah
(friends of the Kieslings); Ray Slinger (friend of Bob Morrison);
Janet Sheatzley Morgan (Barb Siegfried’s sister); Chuck
Schuerer & Beth Conley (friends of Cricket Boyd); Carol Jones
(daughter of Buck & BJ Jones); Steve O’Krepki & Corinna
(family of Beth Crowl); Dr. Angela Peters & family (friend of the
Kennedys); Terry L. & Judy Evans (friends of Pam McCarthy);

Lesley & Holly (friends of Paulette Frech); Marc Hostetler
(brother of Susan Hostetler); Baby David (friend of the
Schaubs); Bob Patterson (friends of Diana Cornell); Sullivan &
Guzman families & Pastor Marilyn Roman (friends of the
Mulls); Johnny Willoughby (grandson of the Willoughbys); Jim
Mesko (friend of Jim Weaver).
For those who have died.
For those in the armed forces.
PRAYER CHAIN:
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the specific needs of those on the
prayer chain. If you would like to place yourself or a loved one on the prayer chain, please
contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net
Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or on the Prayer Concerns list
appearing in The Lion's Pause and Sunday bulletin or in both places. Please let Bobbi
know your preference. Unless otherwise instructed, names will be listed as we receive
them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the status of your friends or family members as to
when they may be removed from the prayer lists.

Need to update your directory listing, birthday, or
anniversary? Update here.
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Bellwether Farm
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The
difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products
to the charitable organization of your choice.

Shop Here

