
Rector's Ramblings 
The second movement in the drama of
the Bible is the Fall which is recorded in
Genesis 3. God had given the first two
humans a couple of commandments. God
commanded them to be fruitful and
multiply and fill the earth. God also
commanded them not to eat from the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil. 

There has been much speculation regarding what this tree was
and why God put it in the Garden of Eden. While it makes for
good conversations that can keep seminary students up all
night, there are no definitive answers. What we do know is that
in Genesis 3, humanity decided to break the prohibition against
eating from the forbidden tree. The rest of Chapter 3 describes
the consequences of this act of disobedience. The relationship
between humanity and God was disrupted as humans started
to hide from God. Human relationships with one another were
disrupted as one result of the fall was that the husband would
rule over his wife (Verse 16). The abuse of power dynamics
became part of human relationships. Finally, the goodness of
all of creation was distorted. Rather than producing only good
things, the ground began to produce thorns and thistles, and
humanity would have to toil to survive (Verses 18-19). 

The choice to disobey God did not only affect the first
humans. As St. Paul wrote in Romans 5:17, this one sin had
consequences for all of humanity. It also had consequences for
all of creation as all of creation was subjected to futility
(Romans 8:20). 

All of this sounds rather dismal, and it would be if God had
given up on creation. Genesis 3 does not leave us without
hope. In Verse 15, God made the promise that one of the



offspring of Eve would crush the head of the serpent. It is the
coming of this particular offspring of Eve that we remember at
Christmas. He is the one who will lead us to the next
movement, Redemption.  

Fr. RJ

Thank you to everyone that helped deck the church last
Saturday. We are ready! 

2023 Pledge News:

If you requested envelopes, they are now in your church
mailbox. If you need them mailed instead, please let Katie
know.

Congratulations - 2023 Stewardship Campaign2023 Stewardship Campaign

Congratulations to all on a very successful 2023 St. Mark’s
financial support campaign. 

The finance committee has been tracking several key pledge
data points for years. This year St. Mark’s has reversed a 5
year tread. All the key numbers have increased which is a



great thing for St. Mark’s. 

This year the Stewardship Committee replaced our historical
letter with information dinners which had a positive
impact. Thanks to all who attended the dinners, including John
Werren and Mandy Pelger for their presentations, and Carol
Popovich for preparing the food (and any others that may have
been involved in food prep).

The total number pledges increased from 69 to 73. 
Total dollars pledge increased $6,676. 
The average pledge amount went down with relocation of
4 donors and the death of one donor. 
There were 9 new and 26 increased pledges for 2023.

Altar Guild News

If you add to the flower chart in the Narthex, please also
notify the office or your dedication may be missed.

In 2023, altar donations will increase to $20 per dedication
due to the rising cost of flowers. Please make checks out
to Altar Guild.

Thank you for your continued support!



Children’s Christmas Pageant, Photo Credit: Bill Rand

Lessons
Christmas Eve Early
Christmas Eve Late
Christmas Day
Live Stream

Wednesday, December 28

http://lectionarypage.net/
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/71ca9fa7-88f6-49a5-84cf-3e7d5c9ded24.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/6331a469-4e9a-4616-904b-22ddc666ff45.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/4fb63f64-35b7-4406-803c-7ddc72731142.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/stmarks.canton


No Evening Prayer

The office will be closed from Christmas until New Years.

St. Timothy’s, Massillon will host a festive service of Lessons
and Carols on Sunday, January 8 at 5:00 p.m. to mark
Epiphany. Singers, musicians, and clergy from around the
Central East Mission Area will participate, including St. Paul's,
Canton; New Life, Uniontown; and Trinity, Alliance.  All are
welcome.



The Diocese has continued to offer easy online giving. To use this,
please select "St. Mark's Canton" from the dropdown, and choose
either a one-time or recurring gift. We thank you for your continued
support.

Designate a Gift to St. Mark's

Bob's Music Notes

https://dohio.org/designate-a-gift-to-your-parish


To atone for my dismay at having to memorize "Sonata Eroica"
of Jongen - a mandate imposed by Richard Ross, my organ
teacher, I decided to make that work the centerpiece of my
first Canton recital. I told Mr. Ross what I was doing. In fact, I
invited him to play a recital at Canton's First Methodist and well
remember his initial reaction to hearing that organ.

At Brown Memorial in Baltimore where he played, with its 1931
Skinner organ, the Swell division was overhead of the console,
which was in a cubicle. The organist could not fully hear the
Swell ensemble (a division of the organ which was under
expression so that the sound could, indeed, "swell" when the
shutters were open). At my church, the Swell was directly
across from the console and easily heard.

When Ross tried out the full Swell, the look of delight on his
face was exceptional. And his recital was exceptional too - all
from memory, very difficult masterpieces. In fact, arguably, the
finest overall recital I've ever heard was played by him in
Cleveland at First Methodist on a Casavant. It was one of those
rare occasions when everything "worked": perfect weather,
good lighting and ventilation, audience quiet - no coughing or
talking - great acoustics, fine organ, and, of course, a
monumental player. (Reminds me of another "perfect" occasion
when Anne Ferguson Wilson who had been my pupil played
the big Skinner at Severance Hall in Cleveland.) 

Over the years I kept in touch with Mr. Ross and, when I was
contemplating a 1953 summer study in France I asked him a
stupid question: should I take my organ shoes? (I didn't want to
burden myself with lots of luggage.)

December Birthdays
2 David Thorley
10 Kathy Wise

12 Al Korosi, Pam McCarthy



14 Gary Mull
16 Patrick Watters

24 John Wise
25 Christy Thorley
27 Marilyn Thorp

29 Rebecca Watters
 

December Anniversaries
13 Wayne and Sandy Paradis

27 Rick and Julie Werren
29 Barrie and Marilyn Thorp

Prayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns

Kim Nadel, Jim Weaver, Jane Schutrum, Ron Hill, Amelia
Rowland, Ron Brookes

Family and Friends: Pat Walter & family (friend of Barb
Whitehouse); Alycia Geis (Karen Violand’s friend’s daughter);
Jacinta Decker (co-worker of Mandy Pelger); Erin Toohey-
Frank (friend of the Watters); Kay Stanley & Michelle Graber
(Bobbi Gordon’s mother & family/friend); Chris Posey (Joe
Hoot’s sister); Ray (friend of Bob Morrison); Ashley Morgan
Burton (niece of Barb Siegfried); DaNay Jackson (friend of Ron
Brookes); Allison Cornell-Hood, Christine Allenbaugh, Bob
Patterson, & Anne Higgins (daughter & friends of Diane
Cornell); Baby Finnigan Savage & family (friends of Pam
McCarthy); Dan Dennis (friend of John Werren); Jimmy Little
(son of Sue Little); Theresa & Addelyn (friends of the Hixons);
Kahmario Coleman (family friend of Jan Hudson); Yanette
Pysher (Vonda Temelkoff’s cousin); Sarah, Sandy Snyder, &
Doug Fulton (daughter, friend, & brother-in-law of the Rands);
Lynnda Hoefler (friends of Sue Little); Sally Sorenson, Tony
Donahue, & Beth Conley (friends of the Boyds); Denny & Holly
(friends of Paulette Frech); Marc Hostetler (brother of Susan
Hostetler); Baby David (acquaintance of the Nadels); Johnny
Willoughby (grandson of the Willoughbys); Jim Mesko (friend of
Jim Weaver).

For those who have died.
For those in the armed forces.



PRAYER CHAIN:
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the
specific needs of those on the prayer chain. If you would like to
place yourself or a loved one on the prayer chain, please
contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net

Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or
on the Prayer Concerns list appearing in The Lion's Pause and
Sunday bulletin or in both places. Please let Bobbi know your
preference. Unless otherwise instructed, names will be listed
as we receive them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the
status of your friends or family members as to when they may
be removed from the prayer lists.

Office Hours:Office Hours:
Fr. RJ: M-Th, by appointment

Katie: MWF, 8-2:30 p.m.

Contact Us:
Fr. RJ
Office

Wardens

 
Need to update your directory
listing, birthday, or
anniversary? Update here.
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Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products
to the charitable organization of your choice.
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