
Rector's Ramblings 
The most controversial category of
Psalms are the Imprecatory
Psalms. These Psalms call for God to act
against the enemies of the Psalmist. How
can a Christian pray things like, “Let his
children be fatherless, and his wife
become a widow. Let his children be
waifs and beggars. Let them be driven
from the ruins of their homes.” (Psalm 109:8-9)

Most of the imprecatory sections of the Psalms are placed in
brackets when they appear in the Daily Office Lectionary. This
reflects our discomfort with such raw emotions. However, if the
Psalms are an inspired response to God, we must find a way
to deal with these sections of the Psalms. 

One way that the church has traditionally dealt with the
imprecatory sections of the Psalms is to reflect on them from
the perspective of Christ. He alone could rightly pray, “Fight
those who fight me, O Lord. Attack those who are attacking
me.” (Psalm 35:1)

When praying the Psalms in this way, the church has often
spiritualized these sections of the Psalms and understood the
enemy as the spiritual forces that destroy or deform God’s
good creation. As St. Paul wrote, our struggle is not against
flesh and blood, but against the spiritual forces of evil.
(Ephesians 6:12). The Christian can rightly ask for God’s
judgment against the spiritual forces of evil, praying that God
will fight those things that we cannot fight on our own. 

Walter Brueggemann suggests a second way to use the
Imprecatory Psalms. Christians are often encouraged to
suppress feelings of anger. This may work in letting go of



negative feelings about the person who has cut us off in
traffic. However, when someone does something truly injurious
to us, suppressing feelings of anger might lead to deeper
problems. Suppressed anger will come out
eventually. Suppressing our anger is not the same thing as
forgiving.  

There are two ways that humans typically deal with anger. One
way is to respond in kind. When someone hurts us, we fight
back. A second way is to repress the anger. We pretend that
the injury was not so deep. We say, “It was
nothing.” Brueggemann suggests that a third way to handle
anger is to hand it over to God. This, he suggests, is like a
child going to a parent to complain about the injury a sibling
has caused. The child, knowing that the parent will handle the
issue is then free to let it go. 

If used in the way Brueggemann suggests, it is important that
we get to the point where we can leave our injuries in God’s
hands and let go of the anger against the person who has
injured us. Then, we can move on to forgiveness. 

Some Imprecatory Psalms are: 35, 54, 55, 58, 59, 69, 83, 94,
109, 129, 140.  

Fr. RJ

How can you help others see how special St. Mark's
is?  First, please send pictures or videos of church activities to
the office (office@stmarks.canton.org) so that they can be
added to our website and Facebook. For many visitors, the
website and Facebook are the first impressions of St.
Marks.  Second, please share St. Mark's Facebook and
Instagram posts with your friends, family and followers.  For
many of us, sharing can be a challenge. To help, after the
10AM service on January 15th, we'll have a question and
answer session on Facebook sharing. RSVP and more
information coming soon. 
Questions? Geoff Gordon 330-284-9137

mailto:office@stmarks.canton.org


If you add to the flower chart in the Narthex,
please also notify the office or your dedication



may be missed. Thank you!

Enormous thanks to those who volunteered and donated to
the Gibbs' Feast!

Community Christmas
We have participated in Community Christmas for at least 50
years. From adopting families to donating cash, we are helping
families have a merrier Christmas. 
 
Please consider donating to Community Christmas, using the
memo line on your check to indicate the cause.

Holy Eucharist, December 4
Second Sunday of Advent, 8 and 10 a.m.
10 a.m. Intergenerational Event, Service in the Undercroft
Lessons
Bulletin
Live Stream

Wednesday, December 7
Zoom Evening Prayer, 4 p.m.
Bulletin Zoom

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv2_RCL.html
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/3deac8b7-edba-4908-859f-a12ce83e6f53.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/stmarks.canton
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/ea15fed8-93f1-42d7-8abe-07535c577cc5.pdf
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84413297515?pwd=NWVQODJJbW5KSzRjWFRFVURyYmpTQT09


Vestry, 5:30 p.m.

The Diocese has continued to offer easy online giving. To use this,
please select "St. Mark's Canton" from the dropdown, and choose
either a one-time or recurring gift. We thank you for your continued
support.

Designate a Gift to St. Mark's

Bob's Music Notes
After the rigors of preparing my graduate recital in March 1949,
I felt that all was clear sailing to the end of the academic
year. Big mistake.

In working on my recital I had neglected my other academic
studies, so, following the recital I turned my attention to my
other pursuits and not much organ practice. But I was brought
up short by my organ teacher, Richard Ross, who told me I
would not be certified for graduation unless I memorized
Sonata Eroica by Joseph Jongen - a major work. I was furious.
After all the time I had spent practicing for the March recital,
here was my teacher demanding even more. So, obviously
with no other choice, I worked on this piece and at my next
lesson played it without expression just to show Mr. Ross that I
was obeying his decree.

He said that I would be certified to graduate. But I was still
provoked by my otherwise mild-mannered teacher making this
demand of me.

December Birthdays
2 David Thorley
10 Kathy Wise

12 Al Korosi, Pam McCarthy

https://dohio.org/designate-a-gift-to-your-parish


14 Gary Mull
16 Patrick Watters

24 John Wise
25 Christy Thorley
27 Marilyn Thorp

29 Rebecca Watters
 

December Anniversaries
13 Wayne and Sandy Paradis

27 Rick and Julie Werren
29 Barrie and Marilyn Thorp

Prayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns

Kim Nadel, Jim Weaver, Jane Schutrum, Ron Hill, Amelia
Rowland, Ron Brookes

Family and Friends:  Jacinta Decker (co-worker of Mandy Pelger);
Erin Toohey-Frank (friend of the Watters); Kay Stanley & Michelle
Graber (Bobbi Gordon’s mother & family/friend); Chris Posey (Joe
Hoot’s sister); Ray (friend of Bob Morrison); Ashley Morgan Burton
(niece of Barb Siegfried); DaNay Jackson (friend of Ron Brookes);
Allison Cornell-Hood, Christine Allenbaugh, Bob Patterson, &
Anne Higgins (daughter & friends of Diane Cornell); Baby Finnigan
Savage & family (friends of Pam McCarthy); Dan Dennis (friend of
John Werren); Dan & Bonnie, Jimmy Little (Friends & son of Sue
Little); Theresa & Addelyn (friends of the Hixons); Kahmario
Coleman (family friend of Jan Hudson); Matt Gagnon (assistant
principal at Oakwood Middle School); Yanette Pysher (Vonda
Temelkoff’s cousin); Sarah, Sandy Snyder, & Doug Fulton
(daughter, friend, & brother-in-law of the Rands); Lynnda Hoefler
(friends of Sue Little); Sally Sorenson, Tony Donahue, & Beth
Conley (friends of the Boyds); Denny & Holly (friends of Paulette
Frech); Marc Hostetler (brother of Susan Hostetler); Baby David
(friend of the Schaubs); Sullivan & Guzman families, Jim Bellamy,
Bill Allen, Mike Paris & Pastor Marilyn Roman (friends of the
Mulls); Johnny Willoughby (grandson of the Willoughbys); Jim
Mesko (friend of Jim Weaver).

For those who have died.
For those in the armed forces.

PRAYER CHAIN:
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the



specific needs of those on the prayer chain. If you would like to
place yourself or a loved one on the prayer chain, please
contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net

Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or
on the Prayer Concerns list appearing in The Lion's Pause and
Sunday bulletin or in both places. Please let Bobbi know your
preference. Unless otherwise instructed, names will be listed
as we receive them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the
status of your friends or family members as to when they may
be removed from the prayer lists.

Office Hours:Office Hours:
Fr. RJ: M-Th, by appointment

Katie: MWF, 8-2:30 p.m.

Contact Us:
Fr. RJ
Office

Wardens

 
Need to update your directory
listing, birthday, or
anniversary? Update here.

      

515 48TH ST. NW CANTON, OH 44709
330.499.2662 | OFFICE@STMARKS-CANTON.ORG

WWW.STMARKS-CANTON.ORG

We seek to unite all people with God and each other in Christ through
worship, fellowship, education, and service.

St. Mark's Church
The Episcopal Church
The Diocese of Ohio

More Links HERE
Bellwether Farm

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The
difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products
to the charitable organization of your choice.
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