
Rector's Ramblings 
The third movement in the drama that
unfolds in the Bible is Redemption. God’s
work of redeeming creation begins
immediately after the Fall. However, it did
not happen quickly. From Genesis 4
through the rest of the Old Testament, we
read of the ways in which God reached
out to humanity, and humanity failed to
respond. We also read the story of the family which would fulfill
the promise that the offspring of Eve would crush the head of
the serpent. This is the reason the genealogies are an
important part of the Bible. 

Ultimately, redemption was achieved through the incarnation,
death, resurrection, and ascension of the Son of God. Jesus
did for us what we could not do for ourselves. He lived a life of



complete faithfulness to God. Because of his faithfulness,
Jesus was exalted above all things by the Father (Philippians
2:9-11).

Because of the redeeming work of Jesus, the Holy Spirit has
been given to anyone willing to receive the Spirit and we are
made children of God (Romans 8:12-17). The relationship
between God and humanity that was disrupted by the Fall has
been healed by the work of Jesus. The restoration of that
relationship has implications not only for individuals, but for all
of creation (Romans 8:21-22). 

Although we do not yet see the full effects of redemption, we
do have glimpses of what is to come. Wherever the church is
doing God’s will, there is a glimpse of what is to come.
Whenever we call out to God as our Father, we have a taste of
what is to come. What is to come is a new heaven and a new
earth. We will turn to that next week.  

Fr. RJ

2023 Stewardship Campaign2023 Stewardship Campaign

Congratulations to all on a very
successful 2023 St. Mark’s
financial support campaign. 

The finance committee has been
tracking several key pledge data
points for years. This year St. Mark’s has reversed a 5 year
tread. All the key numbers have increased which is a great
thing for St. Mark’s. 

This year the Stewardship Committee replaced our historical
letter with information dinners which had a positive
impact. Thanks to all who attended the dinners, including John
Werren and Mandy Pelger for their presentations, and Carol
Popovich for preparing the food (and any others that may have
been involved in food prep).

The total number pledges increased from 69 to 73. 
Total dollars pledge increased $6,676. 
The average pledge amount went down with relocation of
4 donors and the death of one donor. 



There were 9 new and 26 increased pledges for 2023.

If you requested envelopes, they are now in your church mailbox.
If you need them mailed instead, please let Katie know.

As many know, last year we asked how St. Mark’s received the
Nativity set. Turns out, no one knows. After talking to several
people, 2 emerged to help with the restoration. Kent Clark took



on the task of restoring our Nativity set. They look GREAT!
Please stop by and take a look the next time you’re at church.
Kent did a fantastic job.
A special thank you to Kent on a job well done and to Bobbi
Gordon for guidance.
The Greening of the Church Team. 
Photo by Bill Rand

Altar Guild News

If you add to the flower chart in the Narthex, please also
notify the office or your dedication may be missed.

In 2023, altar donations will increase to $20 per dedication
due to the rising cost of flowers. Please make checks out
to Altar Guild.

Thank you for your continued support!

Upcoming Events:
Lessons and Carols
Sunday, January 1st at 10 a.m. ONLY
Lessons
Bulletin
Live Stream

Wednesday, January 4
Evening Prayer: Zoom Bulletin

http://lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/HolyName_RCL.html
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/c391441d-e1ca-4397-9d33-459b4f5967fa.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/stmarks.canton
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84364302334?pwd=NkoycERxcnJIYXhhUHRDSlMySnlBQT09
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/5beb2ea1-1c2b-4519-8852-14c043399e6d.pdf


Save the Date:
St. Timothy’s, Massillon will host a festive service of Lessons
and Carols on Sunday, January 8 at 5:00 p.m. to mark
Epiphany. Singers, musicians, and clergy from around the
Central East Mission Area will participate, including St. Paul's,
Canton; New Life, Uniontown; and Trinity, Alliance.  All are
welcome.

January 15th: Media Q+A Session following the 10 a.m.
service
January 22nd: One service at 9 a.m. Annual Meeting to follow

Reminder:
January 16th: Office Closed



The Diocese has continued to offer easy online giving. To use this,
please select "St. Mark's Canton" from the dropdown, and choose
either a one-time or recurring gift. We thank you for your continued
support.

Designate a Gift to St. Mark's

Bob's Music Notes

https://dohio.org/designate-a-gift-to-your-parish


In planning for an overseas trip, as I was doing the Spring of
1953, I kept thinking of Charles Lindbergh, who had to weigh
everything he was packing so that the Spirit of St. Louis  would
stay aloft - and I was thinking that a pair of organ shoes was
too big and heavy for my planned master class with organ
master Dupre in France. 

I asked Richard Ross, my former organ teacher, for advice. He
said "Bob, why are going to France?" I replied, "To study
organ". He said, "Better take your organ shoes!" That did it.  

The shoes I had been using started life as tap dance footwear
with a higher heel. I removed the taps of course. Later on,
Organmaster Shoes came into existence and I've bought
several pairs from them.

Fox believed that you couldn't play pedals with authority in your
stocking feet. But I must say that Chad Pittman, parish
musician at St. Paul's Lutheran in Massillon and teacher at
Northwest High, and doctoral candidate at KSU, when visiting
me some time ago, played my Allen Organ after removing his
shoes and, of course, never missed a note. Likewise, Mark
Thewes, his friend and partner in "Two Men and a Bench" (a
name I gave them) plays whole pieces using only the pedals -
to perfection with or without shoes. And organ composer
Marcel Dupre's female students all played with spikey heels. 

I was in Ethel Smith's Florida apartment some years ago (along
with my wife, Virgil Fox, Diane Bish and about a dozen others)
when she played (at age 80 - "first lady of the Hammond
Organ") her Hammond Concorde with spikey heels - pedal
solos and perfect harmonies for two hours with nary a false
note. Riveting two hours!

So I packed the shoes.



January Birthdays
3 Sara Strattan

4 Livvy Mull
6 John Willoughby

8 Rick Crowl
10 Debbie Shellhammer

16 Tasha Smith
18 Julie Werren

25 Barrie Thorp, Ten Gall
 

January Anniversaries
16 Mark and Kim Nadel

Prayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns

Kim Nadel, Jim Weaver, Jane Schutrum, Ron Hill, Amelia Rowland,
Ron Brookes

Family and Friends: Pat Walter & family (friend of Barb Whitehouse);
Alycia Geis (Karen Violand’s friend’s daughter); Jacinta Decker (co-
worker of Mandy Pelger); Erin Toohey-Frank (friend of the Watters);
Kay Stanley & Michelle Graber (Bobbi Gordon’s mother &
family/friend); Chris Posey (Joe Hoot’s sister); Ray (friend of Bob
Morrison); Ashley Morgan Burton (niece of Barb Siegfried); DaNay
Jackson (friend of Ron Brookes); Allison Cornell-Hood, Christine
Allenbaugh, Bob Patterson, & Anne Higgins (daughter & friends of
Diane Cornell); Baby Finnigan Savage & family (friends of Pam
McCarthy); Dan Dennis (friend of John Werren); Jimmy Little (son of
Sue Little); Theresa & Addelyn (friends of the Hixons); Kahmario
Coleman (family friend of Jan Hudson); Yanette Pysher (Vonda
Temelkoff’s cousin); Sarah, Sandy Snyder, & Doug Fulton (daughter,
friend, & brother-in-law of the Rands); Lynnda Hoefler (friends of Sue
Little); Sally Sorenson, Tony Donahue, & Beth Conley (friends of the
Boyds); Denny & Holly (friends of Paulette Frech); Marc Hostetler
(brother of Susan Hostetler); Baby David (acquaintance of the
Nadels); Johnny Willoughby (grandson of the Willoughbys); Jim
Mesko (friend of Jim Weaver).

For those who have died.
For those in the armed forces.

PRAYER CHAIN:
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the specific needs of
those on the prayer chain. If you would like to place yourself or a loved one on
the prayer chain, please contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net

Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or on the Prayer



Concerns list appearing in The Lion's Pause and Sunday bulletin or in both
places. Please let Bobbi know your preference. Unless otherwise instructed,
names will be listed as we receive them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the
status of your friends or family members as to when they may be removed
from the prayer lists.

Office Hours:Office Hours:
Fr. RJ: M-Th, by appointment

Katie: MWF, 8-2:30 p.m.

Contact Us:
Fr. RJ
Office

Wardens

 
Need to update your directory
listing, birthday, or
anniversary? Update here.

      

515 48TH ST. NW CANTON, OH 44709
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We seek to unite all people with God and each other in Christ through
worship, fellowship, education, and service.

St. Mark's Church
The Episcopal Church
The Diocese of Ohio

More Links HERE

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The
difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products
to the charitable organization of your choice.

Shop HereShop Here
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