Rector's Ramblings
In 1 Corinthians 13, Paul began his
description of love with two positive
statements. Love is patient. Love is
kind. Paul then turns to describe what love
is not. He says love is not envious or
boastful or arrogant. All three of these
characteristics cause us to compare
ourselves to others.
If we are envious, we compare our achievements or
possessions to those of others in a way that leaves us feeling
inferior. This comparison can leave us feeling jealous, so we
set out to attain to the level of the other person. If they have a
Cadillac, I’ll go one better and get a Bentley. On the other side
of the coin, this comparison can leave us feeling resentful, so
we set out to take away what the other person has. They have
a Cadillac, and I can’t afford one, so I hope the snow plow runs
over their Cadillac.
If we are boastful, we compare our achievements to those of
others in a way that makes us feel superior. We make sure that
everyone knows of our superior abilities. We make sure
everyone knows that we graduated at the top of our class at
Harvard, or tell them that we could have gone to Harvard, but
decided that Cleveland State had a better program for what we
wanted to study. All of this is intended to let people around us
know of our superior standing to theirs.

The Greek word that is translated "arrogant" carries the image
of being inflated. The King James Version translated it “puffed
up.” If we are arrogant, we have no room for the concerns or
needs of others because we are too inflated to take them in. If
we are arrogant, the feelings of others do not matter because
we are too full of our own needs.
These three characteristics are the opposite of love because
they place our self at the center of our universe. They may
cause us to consider others, but the way we consider them is
wrong. We seek to build ourselves up at the expense of
someone else.
Love considers others in ways that seek to build them up. We
can honestly cheer when someone else achieves something
great. We would rather build someone up than see them feel
inferior. Love causes us to have space in our hearts and minds
for the ideas, feelings, and needs of others.
Fr. RJ
St. Mark's welcomes John Willoughby,
Sara Strattan, and Leslie Redmon to
the vestry. John Willoughby will be
serving as Junior Warden and Bruce
Hixon (previously Jr. Warden) will be
serving as Senior Warden. The vestry
page can be viewed here and the
wardens can be contacted through
this email.

Sunday, February 13
Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
Bible Study at 9 a.m.

Sunday School at 10 a.m.
Lessons
Bulletin
Live Stream
Monday, February 14
Knitting, 1 p.m.
Book Club, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, February 16
Evening Prayer, 4 p.m. (Zoom)
Bulletin Join Zoom Meeting

LENT MADNESS V
March 3, 2022
Ash Thursday

This year's bracket can be found at lentmadness.org

Designate a Gift to St. Mark's
The Diocese has continued to
offer easy online giving. To use
this, please select "St. Mark's
Canton" from the dropdown,
and choose either a one-time or
recurring gift. We thank you for your continued support.
Bob's Music Notes
It was a chilly March Wednesday in
Baltimore, in my 14th year, as I sat in
Carlotta Heller's piano studio in the
Peabody Preparatory building awaiting
my chance to display my prowess as a
scale player. One was not allowed to
graduate without passing this exam, and
since Mabel Thomas, my piano teacher,
had declared I was the worst scale player
she had ever taught, it was with some
trepidation that I awaited my turn, especially since Seymour
Fink was burning up the keyboard with brilliant scale playing.
But Miss Heller said, "Seymour, you play your scales well, but
I'd like you to do F Major again at a slower pace," whereupon
Seymour played it, as before -- fast and brilliantly. Miss Heller
was not happy, but after asking for a few more scales, she
said, "Well, Seymour, it's obvious that you know your scales
quite well. A '10' for you."
All was quiet in the room except for the scratching of Miss
Heller's pen as she dipped it in the inkwell and wrote her
comments on a pad.
"Alma Fink," she called out next -- Seymour's very gifted sister,
who approached the keyboard and proceeded to delight Miss
Heller with perfect playing at a tempo that pleased the

examiner. "A '10' for you, Alma! Very nice playing."
More scratching of her pen, and then, she called out "Robert
Morrison."
Up to the platform I went and that dear lady said to me, "Oh
Robert, are your hands cold?" I said, "No, Miss Heller, they're
just fine." But I was thinking, "Miss Heller, my problem is not
cold hands."
She asked for C Major, and I plunked it out, all four octaves,
which pleased the examiner. Then she asked for Bb Minor, and
again, I managed to get through it.
And then she asked for D Major. And disaster struck.
February Birthdays
4 Rick Werren
5 Lesley Kiesling, Caroline Willoughby
7 Tom Turner
11 Peggy Peretzky
20 Amelia Rowland
22 Lauren Hoot
23 MaryAnn Kiesling
February Anniversaries
6 Bill and Beck Rand
23 Brad and Sandi Kaustinen

Prayer Concerns
Bert Heiser, Fred Gibbs, Jim Weaver, Jane Schutrum, Ron Hill,
Amelia Rowland, Ron Brookes, Jack and Pauline Briggs
Family and Friends: Matt Gagnon (assistant principal at
Oakwood Middle School); Addelyn (friend of Judy Hixon); John
Fortney (brother of Cindy Brown); Jim Belamy, Stephanie &
Pat (friends of Marcia Tirpak); Darlene & Diana (friends of Sue
Little); Silvia Batalla (friend of Gene and Sally Little); Yanette
Pysher (Vonda Temelkoff’s cousin); Shelli Montoni, Sandy
Snyder & the Fulton family (friend and relatives of the Rands);
Lynnda Hoefler (friend of Sue Little); Sherry & Noah (friends of
the Kieslings); Ray Slinger (friend of Bob Morrison); Janet

Sheatzley Morgan (Barb Siegfried’s sister); Chuck Schuerer &
Beth Conley (friends of Cricket Boyd); Carol Jones (daughter of
Buck & BJ Jones); Glenn Robert (friend of Beth Crowl); Dr.
Angela Peters & family (friend of the Kennedys); Terry L. &
Judy Evans (friends of Pam McCarthy); Lesley & Holly (friends
of Paulette Frech); Marc Hostetler (brother of Susan Hostetler);
Baby David (friend of the Schaubs); Bob Patterson (friend of
Diana Cornell); Sullivan & Guzman families & Pastor Marilyn
Roman (friends of the Mulls); Johnny Willoughby (grandson of
the Willoughbys); Jim Mesko (friend of Jim Weaver).
For those who have died.
For those in the armed forces.
PRAYER CHAIN:
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the
specific needs of those on the prayer chain. If you would like to
place yourself or a loved one on the prayer chain, please
contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net
Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or
on the Prayer Concerns list appearing in The Lion's Pause and
Sunday bulletin or in both places. Please let Bobbi know your
preference. Unless otherwise instructed, names will be listed
as we receive them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the
status of your friends or family members as to when they may
be removed from the prayer lists.

Contact Us:
Fr. RJ
Office
Wardens
Need to update your directory listing, birthday, or
anniversary? Update here.
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We seek to unite all people with God and each other in Christ through
worship, fellowship, education, and service.
St. Mark's Church
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More Links HERE
Bellwether Farm
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The
difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products
to the charitable organization of your choice.
Shop Here

