
Rector's Ramblings 
We first began looking at Church
vocabulary by examining salvation.
We are saved from sin and death, and
saved to eternal life. Eternal life is
another part of church vocabulary that
is often misunderstood. People often
imagine the Hollywood depictions of
disembodied spirits floating off to
heaven. The biblical understanding is
much different. 

Eternal life involves both quantity and quality. Eternal life is, as
the first word implies, unending. Humans were not created to
die. Death is not natural. It is the result of sin separating us
from God. Jesus said, “And this is eternal life, that they know
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have
sent. I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work
that you gave me to do.” (John 17:3) Not knowing God is what
brought death, and we were created to know God. 

Eternal life is unending, but that, in and of itself, is not entirely
comforting. If we remain living as we are now, unending life
might not always sound so appealing. However, eternal life has
the quality of living in union with God. This was the union for
which we were created and the only thing that can bring
satisfaction. As Jesus said to the Samaritan woman at the well,



“Whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be
thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a
spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

We can begin to experience eternal life in the present. To the
extent we allow our lives to be shaped by Jesus, we
experience the quality of eternal life. Of course, we will not fully
experience eternal life until the resurrection (we will unpack
that word next week), but we can get a sample now.  

Fr. RJ Johnson

Sunday, February 19
Holy Eucharist, 8 and 10 a.m.
Lessons
Bulletin
Live Stream

Monday, February 20
Presidents' Day, office closed

Tuesday, February 21
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, February 22
No Evening Prayer
Ash Wednesday Services, noon and 7 p.m.

http://lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpiLast_RCL.html#ot1
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/a100c5d1-dc93-404f-88d5-9cafab1dc8d3.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/stmarks.canton


Social Media Update

We had originally planned a larger group session for a social
media Q+A, but have elected to revise that to one-on-one
appointments with your favorite (actually, your only ) parish
admin, Katie. If you could use assistance with social media
(how to, sharing, posting, etc.,) sharing or signing up for
newsletters, using a new platform, or anything in between,



contact Katie to set up a time. (office@stmarks-canton.org)
St. Mark’s has a presence on both Facebook and Instagram,
and the more interaction we have with the parish, the more we
can share about the good things happening here. 

St. Mark’s Sunday School Outreach Project UPDATE

Much appreciation goes out to all of you from the Sunday
School kids! Through all of your donations and money
contributed, they were able to assemble 192 hygiene kits on
Sunday, February 12. Running TOTAL of hygiene kits is
now 313!! 

This just happened to be Super Bowl Sunday, and they all felt
“super” in being able to donate these to Hope Outreach
Ministry in Canton. As before, Father RJ blessed the kits during
the church service that morning, and Gary Mull graciously
delivered them. 

If you don’t feel up to shopping for Dial Antibacterial BAR soap,
NEW washcloths, or Ziploc SANDWICH size bags….you can
always just put a check (with “SS Outreach Project” noted on
memo line) in the offering plate on a Sunday. That money will
be spent on those items listed. Thank you so much for
supporting our Sunday School in this rewarding Outreach
Project.

Beth Bletzacker, Coordinator

mailto:Office@stmarks-canton.org


Ash Thursday, February 23rd
www.lentmadness.orgwww.lentmadness.org

The Diocese has continued to offer easy online giving. To use this,
please select "St. Mark's Canton" from the dropdown, and choose
either a one-time or recurring gift. We thank you for your continued
support.

Designate a Gift to St. Mark's

Amazon Donation Reminder: AmazonSmile is a website operated by
Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping features as
Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile,
the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price
of eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice.

Shop HereShop Here

Bob's Music Notes

During my grad study at Westminster Choir College in
Princeton, NJ, 1949-1951, I rented a room off campus in the
home of an Italian lady who had prepared a dinner for Arturo
Toscanini but--alas--my arrangement with Mrs. Roberto was
just a room, not her cuisine. My meals were taken at the
school cafeteria, and I can't complain about that menu. 

A memorable event occurred spontaneously one lunchtime in
the cafeteria. Dr. Williamson had rehearsed the student body
that morning on "Ezekiel Saw the Wheel" ("way up in the

http://www.lentmadness.org
https://dohio.org/designate-a-gift-to-your-parish
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/34-0812879


middle of the air"). The enthusiasm for this spiritual was so
pervasive that, as the students finished their meals, they burst
out into a repeat of that anthem and, folks, you could have
heard it all the way to Trenton!

I have commented that my two years there were the happiest
of my scholastic life and the above incident was an example. 

But I must say, the preaching of Dr. Charles R. Erdman, school
chaplain, still remains in my memory. Erdman was elected
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church USA in 1925. He was a
professor at Princeton Seminary and assumed the chaplaincy
at WCC in retirement. 

At each chapel service. Dr. Erdman would approach the lectern
and repeat--from memory--entire chapters of the Bible. His
lecture on Isaiah 55 so moved me that I sat there in my pew
with tears running down my face listening to the insights of this
Godly man.

Exploring Mysticism
Thursday, March 16, 5:00 p.m.
– Saturday, March 18, 1:00 p.m.

What is mysticism? Who were/are the Mystics? Do they
have any relevance for today’s world and our lives as
Christians? The Rev. Sally Goodall will lead the exploration
into those questions, then illuminate Teresa of Avila’s “ Interior
Castle”, her image to describe the soul’s journey to God.
Teresa of Avila lived in 16th century Spain, a time of political
instability, religious turmoil, and renewed interest in mystical
experiences. Despite the challenges of the Inquisition and
suspicion of anything written by a woman, Teresa wrote
prolifically about prayer and the spiritual life. As we step into
Teresa of Avila’s “Interior Castle” we will taste a little of her rich
life of prayer and sample the music of the mystics.
As Teresa said, “Contemplative prayer in my opinion is nothing
else than a close sharing between friends; it means taking time
frequently to be alone with him who we know loves us.” This
will be an opportunity to explore what she meant.

 
$280 per person (all rooms are single occupancy for this



retreat)
Registration is limited to 20 participants – only a few spots

remain!
Please register on the Bellwether website

www.bellwetherfarm.com/calendar

For more information or questions, contact Ruth Mercer at 216-
774-0453 or rmercer@dohio.org

February Birthdays
4 Rick Werren

5 Caroline Willoughby, Lesley Kiesling
7 Tom Turner

11 Peggy Peretzky
20 Amelia Rowland

22 Lauren Hoot
23 MaryAnn Kiesling

 
February Anniversaries

6 Bill & Beck Rand
23 Brad & Sandi Kaustinen

Prayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns

Livvy Mull, Kim Nadel, Jim Weaver, Jane Schutrum, Ron Hill,
Amelia Rowland, Ron Brookes

Family and Friends: Chris Posey (Joe Hoot’s sister); Nephew
of Frances Swinehart; Trish (friend of Paulette Frech); Jim
Belamy, Bill Allen & Mike Paris (acquaintances of the Mulls);
Pat Walter & family (friend of Barb Whitehouse); Alycia Geis
(Karen Violand’s friend’s daughter); Jacinta Decker (co-worker
of Mandy Pelger); Kay Stanley & Michelle Graber (Bobbi
Gordon’s mother & family/friend); Chris Posey (Joe Hoot’s
sister); Ray (friend of Bob Morrison); Ashley Morgan Burton



(niece of Barb Siegfried); DaNay Jackson (friend of Ron
Brookes); Allison Cornell-Hood, Christine Allenbaugh, Bob
Patterson & Anne Higgins (daughter & friends of Diane
Cornell); Baby Finnigan Savage & family (friends of Pam
McCarthy); Dan Dennis (friend of John Werren); Jimmy Little
(son of Sue Little); Theresa & Addelyn (friends of the Hixons);
Yanette Pysher (Vonda Temelkoff’s cousin); Sarah, Barb,
Sandy Snyder, Doug Fulton & Gail (daughter, friends, brother-
in-law & sister-in-law of the Rands); Lynnda Hoefler (friends of
Sue Little); Sally Sorenson, Tony Donahue & Beth Conley
(friends of the Boyds); Holly (friend of Paulette Frech); Marc
Hostetler (brother of Susan Hostetler); Baby David
(acquaintance of the Nadels); Johnny Willoughby (grandson of
the Willoughbys); Jim Mesko (friend of Jim Weaver).

For those who have died.
For those in the armed forces.

PRAYER CHAIN:
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the specific needs of
those on the prayer chain. If you would like to place yourself or a loved one on
the prayer chain, please contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net

Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or on the Prayer
Concerns list appearing in The Lion's Pause and Sunday bulletin or in both
places. Please let Bobbi know your preference. Unless otherwise instructed,
names will be listed as we receive them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the
status of your friends or family members as to when they may be removed
from the prayer lists.

Office Hours:Office Hours:
Fr. RJ: M-Th, by appointment

Katie: MWF, 8-2:30 p.m.

Contact Us:
Fr. RJ
Office

Wardens
Ministry Leaders

 
Need to update your directory
listing, birthday, or
anniversary? Update here.
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We seek to unite all people with God and each other in Christ through
worship, fellowship, education, and service.
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