
Rector's Ramblings 
Last week, we explored the topic of
eternal life. That topic leads naturally
to the resurrection. This is part of
eternal life that we have not yet
experienced. So far, only one man in
history has been resurrected. On the
third day after the crucifixion, Jesus
was raised from the dead. 

Resurrection is different from resuscitation. Lazarus was
resuscitated, and later died again. In the resurrection our
bodies will be transformed so that they are no longer
mortal. That does not mean that they will not be
material. Jesus was able to eat with his disciples, and the
disciples were able to touch Jesus. At the same time Jesus’
resurrected body seemed to be different in certain
ways. Locked doors did not seem to hinder him. He vanished
from the sight of the disciples who walked with him on the road
to Emmaus. We do not know exactly what our resurrection
bodies will be like. All we can say is that they will be like Jesus’
resurrection body. 

The doctrine of the resurrection is important because it reminds
us that the physical world is important. We were created as
physical beings to live in this physical universe. It too will be
transformed at the resurrection. How we treat it now is



important. As we care for our physical world, we are expressing
hope for the resurrection of our bodies and the new creation
that God is preparing.  

Fr. RJ Johnson

Easter Lilies

Lilies will be available again this year to celebrate our Easter
Services. Altar Guild is offering them at $15 each, the same as
last year.  Flower dedications can be made “in memory of”, “in
thanksgiving for”, or “in celebration of”. Please indicate whether
you are just making a dedication, or if you will be taking home
a plant after the service. Deadline for ordering lilies is
Sunday, March 12. Please make checks out to "St. Mark's
Altar Guild" and use a form provided in the sanctuary.

Susie Hines
Altar Guild

Sunday, February 26
Holy Eucharist, 8 and 10 a.m.
Intergenerational Service at
10 a.m. in the Parish Hall
Lessons
Bulletin
Live Stream

Monday, February 27
Knitting, 1 p.m.

Tuesday, February 28
Lunch Bunch, 1 p.m. at
Francisco's Cantina
Contact Sue Little to RSVP

http://lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent1_RCL.html#ot1
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/eb735e9b-d018-424f-a8ff-532571636f4b.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/stmarks.canton


Wednesday, March 1
Vestry, 6 p.m.

The group "Men Out Dining"  enjoyed a nice dinner and
conversation Wednesday, Feb. 15, at 91 Brick Oven in
Jackson Twp. Our next four dinners will be the Wednesday
Lenten dinners at St. Mark's on March 8, 15, 22, and 29.

We will resume dining at a local restaurant on April 19. All men
of the church are invited to join us. Just send an email to
joe24hoot@gmail.com and he'll add your name to the email
list. 

Check out what's new in the Diocese  here.

Social Media Update

We had originally planned a larger group session for a social
media Q+A, but have elected to revise that to one-on-one
appointments with Katie. If you could use assistance with
social media (how to, sharing, posting, etc.,) sharing or signing
up for newsletters, using a new platform, or anything in
between, contact Katie to set up a time. (office@stmarks-
canton.org) St. Mark’s has a presence on both Facebook and
Instagram, and the more interaction we have with the parish,
the more we can share about the good things happening here. 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/What-s-New-in-the-Diocese-of-Ohio---February-22--2023.html?soid=1116698298572&aid=k5rya2IEI0A
mailto:Office@stmarks-canton.org


St. Mark’s Sunday School Outreach Project UPDATE

Much appreciation goes out to all of you from the Sunday
School kids! Through all of your donations and money
contributed, they were able to assemble 192 hygiene kits on
Sunday, February 12. The running TOTAL of hygiene kits
is now 313!! 

This just happened to be Super Bowl Sunday, and they all felt
“super” in being able to donate these to Hope Outreach
Ministry in Canton. As before, Father RJ blessed the kits during
the church service that morning, and Gary Mull graciously
delivered them. 

If you don’t feel up to shopping for Dial Antibacterial BAR soap,
NEW washcloths, or Ziploc SANDWICH size bags….you can
always just put a check (with “SS Outreach Project” noted on
memo line) in the offering plate on a Sunday. That money will
be spent on those items listed. Thank you so much for
supporting our Sunday School in this rewarding Outreach
Project.

Beth Bletzacker
Coordinator



Ash Thursday, February 23rd
www.lentmadness.orgwww.lentmadness.org

The Diocese has continued to offer easy online giving. To use this,
please select "St. Mark's Canton" from the dropdown, and choose
either a one-time or recurring gift. We thank you for your continued
support.

Designate a Gift to St. Mark's

Amazon Donation Reminder: AmazonSmile is a website operated by
Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping features as
Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile,
the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price
of eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice.

Shop HereShop Here

Bob's Music Notes

In the Fall of 1949, I was preparing to start grad school at
Westminster Choir College. I already had my Teacher's
Certificate in Organ from Peabody in Baltimore, but thought it
wise to consider further study with the organ professor at WCC,
Dr. Alexander McCurdy.  

It was a wise decision. I knew McCurdy's name from his
regular column in the Etude music magazine. He was also the
organ teacher at the prestigious Curtis Institute of Music in
Philadelphia, a scholarship-only school that admitted the most
gifted pupils. Some of their graduates were Gian Carlo Menotti
(he of "Amahl and the Night Visitors" fame), Samuel Barber,
Richard Purvis, and a host of other famous
musicians. McCurdy was instrumental in finding organ

http://www.lentmadness.org
https://dohio.org/designate-a-gift-to-your-parish
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/34-0812879


positions in large churches, too.

At my first lesson, McCurdy instructed me to prepare to
accompany the oratorio "Elijah" by Mendelssohn. I had come to
revere this work and was glad to work on it. But McCurdy was
about to depart for a two-week concert tour, so my next lesson
was not imminent and, sad to say, I did not concentrate on
Elijah as much as I should have.

When the fateful day of my second lesson arrived, I propped up
the copy of Elijah on the organ rack, and McCurdy said,
"Where's the second copy?" I was perplexed. I said, "Dr.
McCurdy, why do we need a second copy?" He replied, "Well,
I'll take that second copy and go to the piano and play the vocal
parts while you do the accompaniment." In a rare moment of
quick thinking, I said, "Why, Dr. McCurdy - I thought you'd
know those parts from memory!"

That's all it took. I was "in."

February Birthdays
4 Rick Werren

5 Caroline Willoughby, Lesley Kiesling
7 Tom Turner

11 Peggy Peretzky
20 Amelia Rowland

22 Lauren Hoot
23 MaryAnn Kiesling

 
February Anniversaries

6 Bill & Beck Rand
23 Brad & Sandi Kaustinen

Prayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns

Bishop Mark Hollingsworth, Livvy Mull, Kim Nadel, Jim Weaver,



Jane Schutrum, Ron Hill, Amelia Rowland, & Ron Brookes

Family and Friends: Chris Posey (Joe Hoot’s sister); Nephew of
Frances Swinehart; Trish (friend of Paulette Frech); Jim Belamy,
Bill Allen & Mike Paris (acquaintances of the Mulls); Pat Walter &
family (friend of Barb Whitehouse); Alycia Geis (Karen Violand’s
friend’s daughter); Jacinta Decker (co-worker of Mandy Pelger);
Kay Stanley & Michelle Graber (Bobbi Gordon’s mother &
family/friend); Chris Posey (Joe Hoot’s sister); Ray (friend of Bob
Morrison); Ashley Morgan Burton (niece of Barb Siegfried); DaNay
Jackson (friend of Ron Brookes); Allison Cornell-Hood, Christine
Allenbaugh, Bob Patterson & Anne Higgins (daughter & friends of
Diane Cornell); Baby Finnigan Savage & family (friends of Pam
McCarthy); Dan Dennis (friend of John Werren); Jimmy Little (son
of Sue Little); Theresa & Addelyn (friends of the Hixons); Yanette
Pysher (Vonda Temelkoff’s cousin); Sarah, Barb, Sandy Snyder,
Doug Fulton & Gail (daughter, friends, brother-in-law, & sister-in-
law of the Rands); Lynnda Hoefler (friends of Sue Little); Sally
Sorenson, Tony Donahue & Beth Conley (friends of the Boyds);
Holly (friend of Paulette Frech); Marc Hostetler (brother of Susan
Hostetler); Baby David (acquaintance of the Nadels); Johnny
Willoughby (grandson of the Willoughbys); Jim Mesko (friend of
Jim Weaver).

For those who have died.
For those in the armed forces.

PRAYER CHAIN:
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the specific needs of
those on the prayer chain. If you would like to place yourself or a loved one on
the prayer chain, please contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net

Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or on the Prayer
Concerns list appearing in The Lion's Pause and Sunday bulletin or in both
places. Please let Bobbi know your preference. Unless otherwise instructed,
names will be listed as we receive them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the
status of your friends or family members as to when they may be removed
from the prayer lists.

Office Hours:Office Hours:
Fr. RJ: M-Th, by appointment

Katie: MWF, 8-2:30 p.m.

Contact Us:
Fr. RJ
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