
Directory

We will soon be printing directories for anyone who does not
yet have one. If you need to update your information, please do
so here no later than February 17th. Thank you!

Save your login information and you'll be able to update your
profile any time you need to.

Rector's Ramblings 
One day at lunch in the dining hall at
Nashotah House, a student from Somalia
and a student from Ft. Worth were having
a rather contentious discussion. I cannot
recall exactly what the Somali student
said, but it prompted the student from Ft.
Worth to ask, “Sometimes I wonder if
you’re actually saved.” 

The Somali student looked baffled for a moment, then asked,
“Saved from what?” 

First, let me say that I am certain that my Somali colleague was
indeed a Christian, but his question was a good one. The
Church has a vocabulary that we often use, thinking we
understand the meaning, but if we are asked to explain it, we
might not always be able to give a good definition of the terms
we are using. 

Over the next few weeks, I would like to explore some of the
terms we use in the church that might seem foreign to those
who are outside of the Christian faith. Some of the terms may
even be foreign to many inside the church. 

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/


Salvation is one of those terms that is often
misunderstood. Often when people hear the word salvation,
they think in terms of “going to heaven when you die.” I’ve even
seen billboards along the highway with the question, “If you die
today, do you know where you will spend eternity?” That is
certainly an important question, and salvation is partly about
eternal life (a term I will explore in a later Rambling). 

In 1 Corinthians 1:18, Paul wrote that the cross is the power of
God for those who are being saved. He made this statement
immediately following chastising the Corinthians for dividing
themselves into factions. Salvation is not only about what
happens when we die. It is also about how we live. The
Corinthians were being saved from the false pride that caused
them to divide themselves into various factions. 

As Christians we are being saved from sin (yet another term
that we will have to look at) and death. We have been saved
from the guilt of sin, and we are being saved from the influence
of sin. Part of salvation is being set free to live the kind of life
that God created us to live, a life of generosity, a life of
kindness, a life marked by genuine love. We do not do this on
our own. It is the Spirit of God that was given to us through our
baptism at work in us. One important thing to remember about
salvation is that we do not have to wait until we die to begin the
experience. We have been saved. We are being saved. We will
be saved. 

Fr. RJ

Upcoming Events:
Sunday, February 5
No Sunday School
Holy Eucharist, 8 and 10 a.m.
Lessons
Bulletin
Live Stream

Wednesday, February 8
Evening Prayer 4 p.m.: Zoom Bulletin

Monday, February 13

http://lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi5_RCL.html#ot1
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/279264b8-343c-4194-9534-6546a8f70960.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/stmarks.canton
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88156161341?pwd=L1BBRnJZbFVCSnJsQTYySTNQcHFIQT09
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/506e64d5-c103-4fff-895b-b17abd454385.pdf


Knitting, 1 p.m.
Book Club, 7 p.m. on Zoom
 
February 17/20: Office Closed

Katie out of the office February 2-9

St. Mark's Sunday School
Outreach Project UPDATE
 
On Sunday, January 22, some
of the Sunday School kids
gathered and assembled 121
hygiene kits: WOWZA! Father
RJ then blessed the kits during
the church service.

These kits will be distributed to



folks through Hope Outreach Ministry in Canton through your
generosity. Thank you to everyone who contributed to this
worthwhile project. We will continue to accept these donations
of Dial Antibacterial BAR Soap, NEW washcloths, and
SANDWICH size ziploc bags as long as there is a need. Also,
much appreciation to Gary Mull for delivering our "first batch" to
Hope Outreach!

Beth Bletzacker, Coordinator

The Diocese has continued to offer easy online giving. To use this,
please select "St. Mark's Canton" from the dropdown, and choose
either a one-time or recurring gift. We thank you for your continued
support.

Designate a Gift to St. Mark's

Bob's Music Notes
I kept in touch through the years with my first piano teacher,
Mary Catherine Walker. You always knew just where you stood
with this lady (much like my Kathleen years later). When I told
Miss Walker my decision to do grad work at Westminster Choir
College she opined that it was not a good idea. She was
wrong.  

I was about to embark on the happiest years of my scholastic
career, and the reason was John Finley Williamson, son of a
Canton OH preacher. Here was this man, a charismatic
musician who took a church choir in Dayton OH on a Russian
tour, courtesy of the State Department, and then established a
choir school in Princeton NJ - a town he selected because it
was halfway between NYC and Philadelphia, the locale of two
world-class orchestras. He wanted to provide singers for great
choral masterpieces and he did just that. Stowkoski, Bruno
Walter, and Arturo Toscanini were regular visitors to the
Princeton campus.

But that was not what made Westminster unique. Dr.
Williamson often said he did not want to establish a
Conservatory of Music. He wanted to establish a "choir" school
for church purposes. He wanted music to be a part of every

https://dohio.org/designate-a-gift-to-your-parish


church service with the goal of the church folks themselves
singing praise to God. And that spiritual purpose pervaded the
entire campus. I'll never forget the first December I spent at
that school. Dr. Williamson led a carol sing that still resonates
in my memory and convinced me that I should pursue this
dream.

February Birthdays
4 Rick Werren

5 Caroline Willoughby, Lesley Kiesling
7 Tom Turner

11 Peggy Peretzky
20 Amelia Rowland

22 Lauren Hoot
23 MaryAnn Kiesling

 
February Anniversaries

6 Bill & Beck Rand
23 Brad & Sandi Kaustinen

Prayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns

Sue Little, Livvy Mull, Kim Nadel, Jim Weaver, Jane Schutrum,
Ron Hill, Amelia Rowland, Ron Brookes

Family and Friends: Trish (friend of Paulette Frech); Jim Belamy,
Bill Allen & Mike Paris (acquaintances of the Mulls); Pat Walter &
family (friend of Barb Whitehouse); Alycia Geis (Karen Violand’s
friend’s daughter); Jacinta Decker (co-worker of Mandy Pelger);
Kay Stanley & Michelle Graber (Bobbi Gordon’s mother &
family/friend); Chris Posey (Joe Hoot’s sister); Ray (friend of Bob
Morrison); Ashley Morgan Burton (niece of Barb Siegfried); DaNay
Jackson (friend of Ron Brookes); Allison Cornell-Hood, Christine
Allenbaugh, Bob Patterson & Anne Higgins (daughter & friends of
Diane Cornell); Baby Finnigan Savage & family (friends of Pam



McCarthy); Dan Dennis (friend of John Werren); Jimmy Little (son
of Sue Little); Theresa & Addelyn (friends of the Hixons); Yanette
Pysher (Vonda Temelkoff’s cousin); Sarah, Sandy Snyder & Doug
Fulton (daughter, friend & brother-in-law of the Rands); Lynnda
Hoefler (friends of Sue Little); Sally Sorenson, Tony Donahue &
Beth Conley (friends of the Boyds); Holly (friend of Paulette
Frech); Marc Hostetler (brother of Susan Hostetler); Baby David
(acquaintance of the Nadels); Johnny Willoughby (grandson of the
Willoughbys); Jim Mesko (friend of Jim Weaver).

For those who have died.
For those in the armed forces.

PRAYER CHAIN:
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the specific needs of
those on the prayer chain. If you would like to place yourself or a loved one on
the prayer chain, please contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net

Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or on the Prayer
Concerns list appearing in The Lion's Pause and Sunday bulletin or in both
places. Please let Bobbi know your preference. Unless otherwise instructed,
names will be listed as we receive them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the
status of your friends or family members as to when they may be removed
from the prayer lists.

Office Hours:Office Hours:
Fr. RJ: M-Th, by appointment

Katie: MWF, 8-2:30 p.m.

Contact Us:
Fr. RJ
Office

Wardens
Ministry Leaders

 
Need to update your directory
listing, birthday, or
anniversary? Update here.

      

515 48TH ST. NW CANTON, OH 44709
330.499.2662 | OFFICE@STMARKS-CANTON.ORG

WWW.STMARKS-CANTON.ORG

We seek to unite all people with God and each other in Christ through
worship, fellowship, education, and service.
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St. Mark's Church
The Episcopal Church
The Diocese of Ohio

More Links HERE

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The
difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products
to the charitable organization of your choice.

Shop HereShop Here
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