
Rector's Ramblings 
When we hear the word vocation, how do
we understand it? We may think of
vocation as our career. In the church, we
often think of vocation as a call to
ordained ministry. A person meets with
the Commission on Ministry to discern a
vocation.

In recent years, the Episcopal Church has worked to expand
our understanding of vocation to include all Christians. The
Catechism in the Book of Common Prayer states: “The
ministers of the Church are lay persons, bishops, priests, and
deacons.” Every person in the church has a vocation to
ministry. 

It might be healthy to expand our understanding of the moment,
or moments and places of vocation as well as our
understanding of who is called. We often think of vocation as
coming at a particular time, or over several moments in
time. Certainly, there is at least one particular moment in time
in which each member of the church receives a vocation. After
a person is baptized, the congregation gives the newly
baptized their vocation: “We receive you into the household of
God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his
resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.” 

Our baptism is one particular moment in our vocation. It is not
the last moment of vocation that we will experience. Our
vocation continues in each moment and place that we are. If
we believe that God is present everywhere at all times, we can
be certain that God is active in every place at all times. When
we walk into a room full of people, it might be helpful for us to
give ourselves a moment to ask, “What is God doing here right



now?” Our vocation in that moment is to find some way to
participate in what God is doing in that place at that moment. 

Think of the various places that you go each week. How might
God be active in those places? How might you participate in
that activity?  

Fr. RJ

Upcoming Events:
Holy Eucharist, Sunday at 8 and 10 a.m.
Lessons
Bulletin
Live Stream

Wednesday, January 18
Evening Prayer 4 p.m.: Zoom Bulletin
MOD Squad, Bugsy's Italian Cuisine, 6:30 p.m.

Save the Date:
January 15th: Media Q+A POSTPONED
January 22nd: One service at 9 a.m. with Annual Meeting to
follow

http://lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi2_RCL.html#ot1
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/59e872fc-f2aa-47da-be62-d211bcc0082d.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/stmarks.canton
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84237653173?pwd=SFJWbE9XMWpLc2ViS0x3MVo0QWpKUT09
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/4152a2bf-1e65-4317-b396-a0100e79f3e5.pdf


The Diocese has continued to offer easy online giving. To use this,
please select "St. Mark's Canton" from the dropdown, and choose
either a one-time or recurring gift. We thank you for your continued
support.

Designate a Gift to St. Mark's

Bob's Music Notes

https://dohio.org/designate-a-gift-to-your-parish


Concert organist Virgil Fox was beloved by many -- and hated
by an equal number. And no wonder: he made derogatory
remarks about "purists" who would not accept modern
advancements. For example, he called his detractors
"barnacles on the ship of music" and "out of the mainstream of
music-making." No wonder they disliked him!

The argument that the purists made was that the
musical notations by a genius such as J. S. Bach were so
inspired that any revision of them would be a sacrilege.  

When I was downtown at the Methodist Church, it was my goal
to do a Bach cantata every year, a goal I did not always reach.
But I'll never forget our work on Bach's Magnifcat in D. I had to
study the score, and it made me tingle all over as I realized
what that master was accomplishing: the way the movements
balanced each other out, and the notes themselves seemed to
reflect the sacred text. I told the choir "The very notes on each
page of this music were handed down to Sebastian Bach from
the hand of God."

So, with this thought in mind, why would anyone need to add to
what a master like Bach had inscribed?

At an organ convention I attended in Minneapolis, a gifted
young lady played a lengthy Bach work on an instrument that
was voiced rather loudly. She activated the "tutti" piston which
brought on every stop, and she played with this monstrous
sound for fifteen minutes with no respite. I thought to myself,
"This doesn't make friends for the organ."

January Birthdays
3 Sara Strattan

4 Livvy Mull
6 John Willoughby



8 Rick Crowl
10 Debbie Shellhammer

16 Tasha Smith
18 Julie Werren

25 Barrie Thorp, Ten Gall
 

January Anniversaries
16 Mark and Kim Nadel

Prayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns

Livvy Mull, Kim Nadel, Jim Weaver, Jane Schutrum, Ron Hill,
Amelia Rowland, Ron Brookes

Family and Friends: Trish (friend of Paulette Frech); Jim Belamy,
Bill Allen & Mike Paris (acquaintances of the Mulls); Zirako family
(acquaintances of the Giammarcos); Pat Walter & family (friend of
Barb Whitehouse); Alycia Geis (Karen Violand’s friend’s daughter);
Jacinta Decker (co-worker of Mandy Pelger); Kay Stanley &
Michelle Graber (Bobbi Gordon’s mother & family/friend); Chris
Posey (Joe Hoot’s sister); Ray (friend of Bob Morrison); Ashley
Morgan Burton (niece of Barb Siegfried); DaNay Jackson (friend of
Ron Brookes); Allison Cornell-Hood, Christine Allenbaugh, Bob
Patterson, & Anne Higgins (daughter & friends of Diane Cornell);
Baby Finnigan Savage & family (friends of Pam McCarthy); Dan
Dennis (friend of John Werren); Jimmy Little (son of Sue Little);
Theresa & Addelyn (friends of the Hixons); Yanette Pysher
(Vonda Temelkoff’s cousin); Sarah, Sandy Snyder & Doug Fulton
(daughter, friend & brother-in-law of the Rands); Lynnda Hoefler
(friends of Sue Little); Sally Sorenson, Tony Donahue & Beth
Conley (friends of the Boyds); Holly (friend of Paulette Frech);
Marc Hostetler (brother of Susan Hostetler); Baby David
(acquaintance of the Nadels); Johnny Willoughby (grandson of the
Willoughbys); Jim Mesko (friend of Jim Weaver).

For those who have died.
For those in the armed forces.

PRAYER CHAIN:
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the specific needs of
those on the prayer chain. If you would like to place yourself or a loved one on
the prayer chain, please contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net

Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or on the Prayer
Concerns list appearing in The Lion's Pause and Sunday bulletin or in both



places. Please let Bobbi know your preference. Unless otherwise instructed,
names will be listed as we receive them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the
status of your friends or family members as to when they may be removed
from the prayer lists.

Office Hours:Office Hours:
Fr. RJ: M-Th, by appointment

Katie: MWF, 8-2:30 p.m.

Contact Us:
Fr. RJ
Office

Wardens

 
Need to update your directory
listing, birthday, or
anniversary? Update here.
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We seek to unite all people with God and each other in Christ through
worship, fellowship, education, and service.
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More Links HERE

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The
difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products
to the charitable organization of your choice.

Shop HereShop Here
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