
Directory

We will soon be printing directories for anyone who does not
yet have one. If you need to update your information, please do
so here no later than February 17th. Thank you!

Save your login information and you'll be able to update your
profile any time you need to.

Rector's Ramblings 

The philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche
believed that if we deconstructed religion
and overthrew the concept of divine law,
humanity would be liberated from our
sense of guilt. In short, without a concept
of God, we would no longer feel bad
about ourselves. If Nietzsche was correct,
we would expect that, as Western cultures have become more
secular, guilt would have become less of a problem. Most
psychologists will tell you that guilt and the anxiety that
accompanies it is alive and well in our culture.

In his book, The Righteous Mind, psychologist Jonathan Haidt
states that an obsession with righteousness is that natural
state of the human mind. Righteousness may be defined
differently in secular terms. The commandments “Love God
and love your neighbor” have been replaced by other
commandments, like eat sustainably, keep a small carbon
footprint, make sure your children have enough enrichment
activities, make appropriate advancements in your career
path. The list could go on for pages. Chances are that all of us
have a number of these commandments running through our
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minds, creating a quest for righteousness, and burdening us
with a sense of guilt. 

Career, Parenting, Technology, Food, Politics, and other
commitments have become our new religion. One of the
problems with the new religion is that it has no way of dealing
with our failures. There is no grace in the new religion. 

One of the most powerful moments in our liturgy is the Passing
of the Peace. Following the Confession and Absolution, we
assure one another of the grace offered by the church through
Jesus. If you feel burdened by the guilt engendered by the new
religion, hear the words that are offered to you by your fellow
Christians: “The peace of the Lord be with you.” God has
declared that you are righteous, you are enough, because of
the work Jesus has done on your behalf. If you know people
who are struggling with thoughts that they are not enough,
invite them, as Bruce said in his sermon on January 15, to
come and see, to experience the grace that the new religion
cannot offer, but is offered by the church in the name of Jesus. 

Fr. RJ

Upcoming Events:
Sunday, January 29
Holy Eucharist, 8 and 10 a.m.
Lessons
Bulletin
Live Stream

Wednesday, February 1
Evening Prayer 4 p.m.: Zoom Bulletin
Vestry, new time at 6 p.m.

+Welcome to our new vestry members. To see our vestry
and wardens, click here.
+If you missed the annual meeting, you can review reports
here.

Katie out of the office February 2-9

February 13: Book Club, 7 p.m. on Zoom

http://lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi4_RCL.html
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/337d72dd-843c-4731-bb66-a92d8dfe315c.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/stmarks.canton
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85181487202?pwd=VE1qWXQ0YTJBeElQd2dwQkVRSGc0dz09
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/8a50efe2-8ba4-46e3-8ed6-d1091e03f428.pdf
http://www.stmarks-canton.org/vestry-members.html
http://www.stmarks-canton.org/annual-reports.html


St. Mark's Sunday School
Outreach Project UPDATE
 
On Sunday, January 22, some
of the Sunday School kids
gathered and assembled 121
hygiene kits: WOWZA! Father
RJ then blessed the kits during
the church service.

These kits will be distributed to
folks through Hope Outreach Ministry in Canton through your
generosity. Thank you to everyone who contributed to this
worthwhile project. We will continue to accept these donations
of Dial Antibacterial BAR Soap, NEW washcloths, and
SANDWICH size ziploc bags as long as there is a need. Also,
much appreciation to Gary Mull for delivering our "first batch" to
Hope Outreach!

Beth Bletzacker, Coordinator

The Diocese has continued to offer easy online giving. To use this,
please select "St. Mark's Canton" from the dropdown, and choose
either a one-time or recurring gift. We thank you for your continued
support.



Designate a Gift to St. Mark's

Bob's Music Notes

The first piano piece I learned was "Chopsticks," which my mother
showed me. There is a cute cartoon showing two Oriental girls at
a keyboard. One says to the other "This piece is called "knife and
fork."  

My mother had piano lessons at Peabody in downtown Baltimore.
She told me that her teacher had a ruler and would smack her
hand if she made a mistake. Our old upright was a Lertz and I
would enjoy pounding away on it. My parents thought I should
have piano lessons but couldn't afford them.  

Up stepped my Aunt Elizabeth, who took me to her friend, Mary
Catherine Walker, when I was seven. She was a fine tutor and
after a year with her, she said I should enroll at Peabody. 

Curiously enough, not long after, Miss Walker became an
executive secretary at Peabody, so I saw her regularly. She had
strong opinions about almost everything, and when, after finishing
Peabody, I announced I was going to do graduate work at
Westminster Choir College, she said, "Well, I can see somebody
coming to Peabody from Westminster, but I can't see anyone
wanting to attend Westminster after Peabody."

This Sunday marks the debut of our new Bell Tree, a "T" shaped
structure upon which handbells can be mounted so that one
person has access to multiple bells. It was crafted by Ray E.
Slinger, Bob Morrison's caregiver, who also adapted the back row
of the choir loft for handbells. Bellmaster Karen Violand will play
"Holy God, We Praise Thy Name."

January Birthdays
3 Sara Strattan

4 Livvy Mull

https://dohio.org/designate-a-gift-to-your-parish


6 John Willoughby
8 Rick Crowl

10 Debbie Shellhammer
16 Tasha Smith
18 Julie Werren

25 Barrie Thorp, Ten Gall
 

January Anniversaries
16 Mark and Kim Nadel

Prayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns

Livvy Mull, Kim Nadel, Jim Weaver, Jane Schutrum, Ron Hill,
Amelia Rowland, Ron Brookes

Family and Friends: Trish (friend of Paulette Frech); Jim Belamy,
Bill Allen & Mike Paris (acquaintances of the Mulls); Pat Walter &
family (friend of Barb Whitehouse); Alycia Geis (Karen Violand’s
friend’s daughter); Jacinta Decker (co-worker of Mandy Pelger);
Kay Stanley & Michelle Graber (Bobbi Gordon’s mother &
family/friend); Chris Posey (Joe Hoot’s sister); Ray (friend of Bob
Morrison); Ashley Morgan Burton (niece of Barb Siegfried); DaNay
Jackson (friend of Ron Brookes); Allison Cornell-Hood, Christine
Allenbaugh, Bob Patterson & Anne Higgins (daughter & friends of
Diane Cornell); Baby Finnigan Savage & family (friends of Pam
McCarthy); Dan Dennis (friend of John Werren); Jimmy Little (son
of Sue Little); Theresa & Addelyn (friends of the Hixons); Yanette
Pysher (Vonda Temelkoff’s cousin); Sarah, Sandy Snyder & Doug
Fulton (daughter, friend & brother-in-law of the Rands); Lynnda
Hoefler (friends of Sue Little); Sally Sorenson, Tony Donahue &
Beth Conley (friends of the Boyds); Holly (friend of Paulette
Frech); Marc Hostetler (brother of Susan Hostetler); Baby David
(acquaintance of the Nadels); Johnny Willoughby (grandson of the
Willoughbys); Jim Mesko (friend of Jim Weaver).

For those who have died.
For those in the armed forces.

PRAYER CHAIN:
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the specific needs of
those on the prayer chain. If you would like to place yourself or a loved one on
the prayer chain, please contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net

Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or on the Prayer
Concerns list appearing in The Lion's Pause and Sunday bulletin or in both



places. Please let Bobbi know your preference. Unless otherwise instructed,
names will be listed as we receive them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the
status of your friends or family members as to when they may be removed
from the prayer lists.

Office Hours:Office Hours:
Fr. RJ: M-Th, by appointment

Katie: MWF, 8-2:30 p.m.

Contact Us:
Fr. RJ
Office

Wardens

 
Need to update your directory
listing, birthday, or
anniversary? Update here.

      

515 48TH ST. NW CANTON, OH 44709
330.499.2662 | OFFICE@STMARKS-CANTON.ORG

WWW.STMARKS-CANTON.ORG

We seek to unite all people with God and each other in Christ through
worship, fellowship, education, and service.

St. Mark's Church
The Episcopal Church
The Diocese of Ohio

More Links HERE

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The
difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products
to the charitable organization of your choice.

Shop HereShop Here
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