Rector's Ramblings
The month of May this year saw a record number of mass
shootings. There was Buffalo, Laguna Woods, and
Uvalde. Then there were numerous others that did not make
the national media because they are part of the “normal”
violence in our cities.
My initial reaction after the school shooting in Uvalde, TX, was
to write an article for last week’s edition of the Lion’s
Pause. Katie could have pulled the article I had written, and put
in a different article. However, I wanted to have more time to
reflect before I said anything.
The news of the shooting brought the predictable
responses. There were calls for new gun control laws. There
were calls to devote more resources to address mental health
issues. There were calls to harden the security at our
schools. None of those are bad responses. We should certainly
support legislation that will curb evil in our world. There may be
some disagreement about what legislation will be effective, but
we need to have open and honest conversations about what
should be done. That is part of the responsibility of citizenship.
Then there were the responses offering thoughts and prayers,
and the counter responses dismissing thoughts and prayers. I
do think it is our obligation as Christians to offer prayers for the

victims and their loved ones, as well as for our society as a
whole. However, when we say that we are offering our prayers,
we must make certain that we are actually praying. When we
say we will pray for someone, we take on a sacred obligation to
bring that person’s needs before our God and Father through
the Lord Jesus Christ. We must never say that we will pray for
someone flippantly.
There is something else that we, as the church, have a unique
ability to do something about. Nihilism has been on the rise in
our society for a number of decades. That is something that we
cannot legislate away. It is best addressed by the Gospel of
Christ which gives true and eternal meaning to every human
life. If we want to strike at the heart of the issue, we can let
people know that they have meaning because God loves them
and we love them. We can let them know that every life has
meaning -- indeed, all of creation has meaning -- because God
is at work to redeem and renew all things.
While making our thoughts known to legislators, and offering
our prayers for those who are suffering, let us also let the
people we encounter every day know that they are loved. It
may seem like a small thing, but we may also be reaching
someone who would otherwise see no meaning to their life or
the lives of those around them.
If every member of the Christian Church not only prayed, but
lived the Prayer of St. Francis, our society would be
transformed.
A Prayer attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is
hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where
there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where
there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where
there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to
be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is
in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we
are born to eternal life. Amen.
Fr. RJ

Holy Eucharist, June 5, 8 and 10 a.m.
Sunday School, 10 a.m./Sunday School Picnic at Noon
Bible Study at 9 a.m.
Lessons
Bulletin
Live Stream
Wednesday, June 8
Evening Prayer, 4 p.m. (Zoom)
Bulletin Zoom

Welcoming all families with children ages 3-12 to join us at a
Sunday School Picnic, June 5 after the 10am service! Join us
for lunch as well as some fellowship and fun!
Finance Committee Ramblings
It’s great to be back in church every Sunday. The Finance
Committee thanks you for your continued support during the
past two+ years. You have made our task much easier by
finding new and creative ways to deliver your financial gifts.

Here are some options you might want to consider going
forward:
The Episcopal Diocese of Ohio :
https://www.dohio.org/designate-a-gift-to-your-parish
At the beginning of the pandemic, the Diocese established an
online giving process which does not charge any fees
whatsoever. All other sites we had investigated charged
fees. Several St. Mark’s families now use the diocesan web
site for their regular donations.
+ Gifts can be one time, or they may be given weekly or
monthly with established start and end dates.
+ Always designate your gift to “Canton – St. Mark’s Church”
from the drop-down menu.
+ The "Special instructions or comments” box allows you to
direct how the money you donate will be used (general fund,
altar flowers, special outreach projects, capital projects, etc.).
o Your gift can be processed through your credit card or
through your bank account.
Bank Bill Pay:
"Bill pay" is a banker’s term. Your finance committee prefers
“direct processing of your gift to St. Mark’s.” That’s a little long,
so we can see why the bank does not use our term.
When St. Mark’s was not holding in-person services, several
families established automatic payments direct from their bank
accounts. Again, these payments can be established on a
weekly or monthly frequency. There is no service fee for St.
Mark’s, but you should confirm with your bank that there is no
cost to you.
IRA Required Distribution:
Although not new with the pandemic, this is a simple, tax free
way to donate used by a number of our parishioners. If you
have a Standard IRA with a required minimum distribution
(RMD), the Finance Committee recommends that you have a
discussion with your financial advisor about making a direct,

tax-free contribution to St. Mark’s. Each situation is different,
but it is well worth checking out.
Sunday Morning Offering:
And, of course, you can always bring you gift to church on
Sunday morning and celebrate with your St. Mark’s family.
Your Finance Committee
Charlie Kiesling, Treasurer
Chris Arnold
Pam Clark
Geoff Gordon
Sara Strattan
John Willoughby
The Diocese has continued to offer easy online giving. To use
this, please select "St. Mark's Canton" from the dropdown, and
choose either a one-time or recurring gift. We thank you for
your continued support.
Designate a Gift to St. Mark's

Bob's Music Notes
In Baltimore, church choir rehearsal night
was Friday 8 at p.m. It was a surprise to
me when I came to Canton to note that
Thursday was the appointed day (and
some churches, Wednesday).
The choir at North Avenue Church was a
somewhat undisciplined affair. The
singers often arrived late or not at all, but
we managed to get along, until one
unusual night, when, well before the 8 p.m. hour, all the singers
were there except choirmaster Hampe and his tenor son,
Walter.
Observing this phenomenon, I kept thinking it was a shame not
to be rehearsing, since all our members were ready. We had a
choir book with a dozen or so anthems, but Mr. Hampe only

used one or two; so I said "Let's look at some of the music we
don't usually do while we are waiting for our director" and that
we did -- until the door at the far end of the room opened and
Walter and his dad entered. He called to me "Robert! Come
here."
I walked over to him and he said, "Are you the choir director
here or am I?" Well, I was chagrined. I said, "Why, Mr. Hampe,
of course you're the director. Since everybody was here I hated
to waste time and thought it would be nice to look at a new
piece."
Without another word, Mr. Hampe said, "Walter, we're leaving"
and out the door they went! So, in that moment, my job
description doubled (but, alas, not my salary.)
Doing Something About Gun Violence
The Diocese of Ohio will host three 60-minute Zoom
conversations about how you can actively respond to this
epidemic of gun violence in our country. The first conversation
will be held on Wednesday, June 8, at 7 p.m. This meeting will
offer the opportunity to discuss what can we do in our close
personal lives. What can we do within ourselves, as well as our
interactions with families, friends, neighbors, and coworkers?
The second conversation will be held on Wednesday, June
22, at 7 p.m. and will focus on what to do in our local
congregations. This conversation will include participants from
across Province V.
The third conversation will be on Wednesday, June 29, at 7
p.m. and will focus on what can be
More information is available. While this event is free,
registration is required. And, as a way to begin, all are invited
to take part in a Guns to Gardens: National Buyback Day
event hosted by our own Church of the Epiphany in Euclid on
Saturday, June 11.

20s/30s Retreat

Young adults affiliated (in whatever way) with The Episcopal
Church are invited to an overnight at the Diocese of Ohio's
Bellwether Farm in Wakeman, Ohio on July 8-9. The retreat
will begin on Friday July 8, at 6 p.m. with dinner. Afterward,
we'll have an introductory conversation, some discussion,
worship, and a campfire.
On Saturday, breakfast is at 8 a.m., followed by prayer and
options for farming, hiking, fishing, or doing your own thing.
We'll have another conversation, lunch at noon, a little more
time for adventures, swimming, relaxing, and closing worship
around 2 p.m. If needed, childcare on Friday after dinner and
on Saturday can be provided.
You can expect prayer and conversations about Christianity,
but individuals of all faith identities are welcome, and making
safe spaces for all are a priority.
More information is available at dohio.org/youngadults.
Registration will close on July 1.
Church Life Profile Request
Church Life features a profile section where three parishioners
from throughout the Diocese share their journey with their
faith/The Episcopal Church. These are very short (150-175
words) and include a headshot. If you would like to submit a
profile for consideration, please send your submission and
headshot to Jessica Rocha at jrocha@dohio.org.

June Birthdays
1 Judy Hixon
3 Carol Popovich, Zeke Gordon
6 Paul Sack
9 Jeff Turner, Tim Turner
17 Evan Jenkins

24 Bruce Schutrum
28 Abi Highman
June Anniversaries
1 Ronald and Joyce Rupp
17 Charlie and MaryAnn Kiesling
20 Beth and Kirk Bletzacker,
Paul and Gail Wetherell Sack
27 John and Sarah Highman
Prayer Concerns
Fred Gibbs, Jim Weaver, Jane Schutrum, Ron Hill, Amelia
Rowland, Ron Brookes
Family and Friends: Allison Hood (anonymous); Baby
Finnigan Savage & family; Terry L. (friends of Pam McCarthy);
Dan Dennis (friend of John Werren); Jimmy Little (Sue Little’s
son); Bob Patterson, Anne Higgins & Nancy Sauer (friends of
Diana Cornell); Lynn McBride (Beth Crowl’s father); Bonnie
Giammarco & 2 daughters (Gary’s cousin Jerry); Lenny Reich
(acquaintance of the Hixons); Kahmario Coleman & Stew
Hudson (family friend & husband of Jan Hudson); Aurora
(friend of the Gordons); Matt Gagnon (assistant principal at
Oakwood Middle School); Theresa & Addelyn (friends of Judy
Hixon); Yanette Pysher (Vonda Temelkoff’s cousin); Sandy
Snyder & Doug Fulton (friend & brother-in-law of the Rands);
Lynnda Hoefler (friends of Sue Little); Janet Sheatzley Morgan
(Barb Siegfried’s sister); Tony Donahue & Beth Conley (friends
of Cricket Boyd); Carol Jones (daughter of Buck & BJ Jones);
Lesley & Holly (friends of Paulette Frech); Marc Hostetler
(brother of Susan Hostetler); Baby David (friend of the
Schaubs); Bob Patterson (friends of Diana Cornell); Sullivan &
Guzman families & Pastor Marilyn Roman (friends of the
Mulls); Johnny Willoughby (grandson of the Willoughbys); Jim
Mesko (friend of Jim Weaver).
For those who have died.
Paul Welch
For those in the armed forces.
PRAYER CHAIN:

St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the
specific needs of those on the prayer chain. If you would like to
place yourself or a loved one on the prayer chain, please
contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net
Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or
on the Prayer Concerns list appearing in The Lion's Pause and
Sunday bulletin or in both places. Please let Bobbi know your
preference. Unless otherwise instructed, names will be listed
as we receive them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the
status of your friends or family members as to when they may
be removed from the prayer lists.

Contact Us:
Fr. RJ
Office
Wardens
Need to update your directory listing, birthday, or
anniversary? Update here.
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We seek to unite all people with God and each other in Christ through
worship, fellowship, education, and service.
St. Mark's Church
The Episcopal Church
The Diocese of Ohio
More Links HERE
Bellwether Farm
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The
difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products
to the charitable organization of your choice.
Shop Here

Your copy should address 3 key questions: Who am I writing for? (Audience)
Why should they care? (Benefit) What do I want them to do here? (Call-toAction)
Create a great offer by adding words like "free" "personalized"
"complimentary" or "customized." A sense of urgency often helps readers take
an action, so think about inserting phrases like "for a limited time only" or
"only 7 remaining!"

