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Rector's Ramblings 
One of the words that makes many
people in the church uncomfortable is
evangelism. There are a variety of
reasons for this discomfort. Some
people think of evangelism as
knocking on doors and inviting people
to come to church. Others imagine
someone on a crowded street corner
preaching a “turn or burn” kind of
message. Still others have a picture of one of the televangelists
that gained so much notoriety in the 1980s and 90s. Although it
is possible to evangelize in these ways, they are not terribly
effective, at least not in our current culture. 

The word that is translated evangelism in the New Testament
comes from the Greek word, “euangelos,” which literally
means, “a messenger bringing good news.” Think about the
images above. Do they make you think of someone bringing
you good news?
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If we want to be effective in evangelism, we must make sure
that we are conveying the good news about Jesus. Often that
starts with the way we live. An evangelist who never has
anything good to say, or who will never go out of their way to
help another person, or does not listen to what others are
saying, is not going to convince many people that they have
good news. The person who has positive things to say, or is
often willing to help those in need of help, or really listens to
what others are saying, will probably be heard more readily. 

Evangelism usually does not end with our actions. It often
means waiting for the right opportunity to use words to share
the good news we are living. The best words are probably not a
theological treatise. Instead, the best words are often a simple
sentence about what difference faith in Jesus has made in our
lives. Perhaps the most helpful preparation we can make for
the act of evangelism is to ask ourselves what difference faith
in Jesus has made for us. What if I did not know about
Jesus? How would my life be different? For some people, faith
in Jesus has given them the ability to forgive. For others, it may
be peace in the midst of turmoil. Still others may find faith has
led them to have greater compassion. Once we know the
difference that Jesus has made in our life, we will be ready to
evangelize when the opportunity arises. We will be ready to be
messengers who bring good news.  

Fr. RJ Johnson

SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE
 

The Transition Committee of the Diocese of Ohio
requests the honor of your presence
at a celebration for the whole diocese

to honor and celebrate
 

Bishop Mark and Sue Hollingsworth,
Bishop Bill and Nancy Persell,

Bishop Arthur and Lynette Williams,
Bishop David and Nancy Bowman,

the Bishop’s Staff,
 

and our many years of shared ministry together with them.
 

Saturday, June 17, 2023
2:00-6:00 p.m.



Hathaway Brown School
Shaker Heights, Ohio

 
More details coming soon

Easter Lilies

Lilies will be available again this year to celebrate our Easter
Services. Altar Guild is offering them at $15 each, the same as
last year.  Flower dedications can be made “in memory of”, “in
thanksgiving for”, or “in celebration of”. Please indicate whether
you are just making a dedication, or if you will be taking home
a plant after the service. Deadline for ordering lilies is
Sunday, March 12. Please make checks out to "St. Mark's
Altar Guild" and use a form provided in the sanctuary.

Susie Hines
Altar Guild

Sunday, March 12
Holy Eucharist, 8 and 10 a.m.
Lessons
Bulletin
Live Stream

Monday, March 13
Knitting, 1 p.m.
Book Club, 3 p.m. ( A Cuban Girl’s Guide to Tea and Tomorrow ,
Laura Taylor Namey)

Wednesday, March 15
Lenten Supper, 6:30 p.m.
Sign up in the church lobby

http://lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent3_RCL.html
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Somebunny YWCA

We will again pack Easter
baskets for the women and their
custodial children of the Y.W.C.A.
shelter. We will pack at 1:00 on
Wednesday, April 5, and then
deliver the baskets to the
shelter.  We always pack a pair of
socks and a washcloth. We need
your travel toiletries, plus emery
boards, disposable razors,
lotions, soaps, etc, note pads,
pens, pencils, anything you think
that the women can use plus $$$
and candy. We buy food items to fit the number of residents
(33) plus the children will receive age-appropriate items. I won’t
know the children’s sex and age until a week before. There will
be a box in the narthex for your items. Checks may be made
out to the church with YWCA baskets in the designation line. 

Last year we filled 33 baskets for women and 7 for children
with food, toys, craft items and a stuffed animal.

Thank you for your participation. 
Sue Little

Meet another saint in this year’s holy contest known as Lent
Madness. Enmegahbowh (day seven), whose name means
“The One Who Stands Before His People” (sometimes taking
the connotation “Stands Before His People in
Prayer”), presents us with another first -- the first indigenous
deacon and indigenous priest in the Episcopal Church.
 
Beating Dorothy Sayer in the first round, he will face Florence
Li Tim-Oi (the other “first timer”) in the round of the Saintly
Sixteen. One can read more about Enmegahbowh and his
work among native Americans at www.lentmadness.org.



The Diocese has continued to offer easy online giving. To use this,
please select "St. Mark's Canton" from the dropdown, and choose
either a one-time or recurring gift. We thank you for your continued
support.

Designate a Gift to St. Mark's

Bob's Music Notes

Legends abound about my organ teacher Alexander McCurdy
of the Curtis Institute in Philadelphia and Westminster Choir
College in Princeton. 

It is said that a young lady was auditioning for him. Partway
through, McCurdy said, "Too fast, Miss Jones." Later on, "Too
slow, Miss Jones." And then later still, "Too loud, Miss Jones"
and finally, "Too soft, Miss Jones." At this, Miss Jones was
furious. She said, "Dr. McCurdy: would you please shut up?"  

McCurdy paused a moment and then quietly said, "I think we're
going to get along just fine, Miss Jones." She had called his
bluff -- and he recognized it. 

March Birthdays
1 Ken Jaeb

4 Sandy Paradis

https://dohio.org/designate-a-gift-to-your-parish


6 Charlie Kiesling,
Chuck Violand

7 Leslie Redmon
8 Beth Bletzacker
10 Kathy Sloan

11 Brooks Deuble,
Colin Jenkins

12 Geoff Gordon
13 Carol Hayn

14 Jonathan Wise
18 Emmett Cerrone-Arnold

21 Brad Kaustinen
26 John Werren

28 Joe Hoot, Sue Little
 

March Anniversaries
4 Richard and Marcia Tirpak
13 Geoff and Bobbi Gordon

21 Christopher and Tasha Smith
22 Carol and John Hayn

27 Sara Strattan and Tom Burns

Prayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns

Bishop Mark Hollingsworth, Wayne Paradis, Kim Nadel, Jim
Weaver, Jane Schutrum, Ron Hill, Amelia Rowland & Ron
Brookes

Family and Friends: Judy Heisser-Turner (sister of Bert Heisser);
Chris Posey (Joe Hoot’s sister); Nephew of Frances Swinehart;
Trish (friend of Paulette Frech); Jim Belamy, Bill Allen & Mike
Paris (acquaintances of the Mulls); Pat Walter & family (friend of
Barb Whitehouse); Alycia Geis (Karen Violand’s friend’s daughter);
Jacinta Decker (co-worker of Mandy Pelger); Kay Stanley &
Michelle Graber (Bobbi Gordon’s mother & family/friend); Chris
Posey (Joe Hoot’s sister); Ray (friend of Bob Morrison); Ashley
Morgan Burton (niece of Barb Siegfried); DaNay Jackson (friend of
Ron Brookes); Allison Cornell-Hood, Christine Allenbaugh, Bob
Patterson & Anne Higgins (daughter & friends of Diane Cornell);
Baby Finnigan Savage & family (friends of Pam McCarthy); Dan
Dennis (friend of John Werren); Lynnda Hoefler & Jimmy Little
(friend & son of Sue Little); Theresa & Addelyn (friends of the
Hixons); Yanette Pysher (Vonda Temelkoff’s cousin); Sarah, Barb,



Sandy Snyder, Doug Fulton & Gail (daughter, friends, brother-in-
law & sister-in-law of the Rands); Tony Donahue (friend of the
Boyds); Holly (friend of Paulette Frech); Marc Hostetler (brother of
Susan Hostetler); Baby David (acquaintance of the Nadels);
Johnny Willoughby (grandson of the Willoughbys); Jim Mesko
(friend of Jim Weaver).

For those who have died.
For those in the armed forces.

PRAYER CHAIN:
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the specific needs of
those on the prayer chain. If you would like to place yourself or a loved one on
the prayer chain, please contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net

Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or on the Prayer
Concerns list appearing in The Lion's Pause and Sunday bulletin or in both
places. Please let Bobbi know your preference. Unless otherwise instructed,
names will be listed as we receive them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the
status of your friends or family members as to when they may be removed
from the prayer lists.

Office Hours:Office Hours:
Fr. RJ: M-Th, by appointment

Katie: MWF, 8-2:30 p.m.

 

515 48TH ST. NW CANTON, OH 44709
330.499.2662 | OFFICE@STMARKS-CANTON.ORG
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We seek to unite all people with God and each other in Christ through
worship, fellowship, education, and service.

St. Mark's Church
The Episcopal Church
The Diocese of Ohio
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