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Rector's Ramblings 
Grace is a word that we often use in
Christian faith and practice. Many
people can give a good catechism
style definition to the word like, the
unmerited divine assistance given to
humans.” Grace is a gift from God that
we do not earn. It is an expression of
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God’s love for us, even when we are at
our most unlovable.

It used to bother me when people
would ask to “say grace” before
meals. Certainly, I thought it would be
better to give thanks, or ask for God’s
blessing. “Saying grace” did not seem
to me to be the correct expression. As
I thought about it more, I have come to
the conclusion that it might be a very good expression. 

The Psalmist wrote, “The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord,
and you give them their food in due season. You open wide
your hand and satisfy the needs of every living
creature.” (Psalm 145:16-17) Or as Jesus said, “But I say to
you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,
so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For
he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good and sends
rain on the just and on the unjust.” (Matthew 5:44-45)

I did not earn the food that I ate this morning. I may have
labored for the money to purchase it, but I had nothing to do
with its production. Even those who did labor to produce it
could not entirely control its production. God did not withhold
its production because of human sinfulness. It is truly a sign of
God’s grace that we are given food. So, to “say grace” before
eating may be a great expression for the fact that we did not
deserve the goodness expressed to us in the meal we are
about to eat. 

God’s grace does not stop with the food that we are given. The
greatest expression of grace is that God has continued to call
us to an eternal relationship through the work of Jesus. Even
when we resist that call, God continues to call us. That is the
grace offered to us. The grace we offer to others is similar. We
do not need to ask if someone is deserving of our care. We
care for the world because that is part of what it means to be
children of God.  

Fr. RJ Johnson



Sunday, March 19
Holy Eucharist, 8 and 10 a.m.
Lessons
Bulletin
Live Stream

Wednesday, March 22
Lenten Supper, 6:30 p.m.
Sign up in the church lobby

*Modified office hours spring break week, March 20-27. Please contact
Katie if you need to visit or check the calendar for hours.

St. Mark's Book Club

We enjoyed another delightful meeting
of Book Club this month. Our book, A
Cuban Girl's Guide to Tea and
Tomorrow proved to be an enjoyable
read, surprisingly deep in meaning,
mixed in with the cultural backdrop of
Cuban-American vs British lifestyles. If
you are a "foodie" fan, you will enjoy
all the references to Cuban pastry
recipes, rich spices, and British tea
offerings, which were plentiful throughout this book. Rich
character development was also displayed by this fairly new
author, Laura Taylor Namey and we hope to hear more from
her in the future. Speaking of food, we enjoyed
yummy Cinnamon Chip scones and some nice hot tea on this
chilly day to celebrate the characters in the book. 
 
Please note - due to Easter week early in April, we are moving
the next meeting to April 17th at 3:00 PM in the Library.
 

http://lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent4_RCL.html
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/3e909137-6979-41d0-b40c-61a878d0e267.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/stmarks.canton
http://www.stmarks-canton.org/church-calendar.html


The book for April is News of the World , by Paulette Jiles and
will be lead by Diana Cornell.
 
The book for May is Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles and will
be lead by Louise Moore.

Cluster Dinners will resume soon. Following our annual winter
hiatus, Cluster Dinner opportunities will begin meeting after
Easter. Specific info will be forthcoming. Please sign up
through the church office or by contacting MaryAnn Kiesling,
by April 5. This sign up will include dining opportunities through
August.

Somebunny YWCA

We will again pack Easter



baskets for the women and their
custodial children of the Y.W.C.A.
shelter. We will pack at 1:00 on
Wednesday, April 5, and then
deliver the baskets to the
shelter.  We always pack a pair of
socks and a washcloth. We need
your travel toiletries, plus emery
boards, disposable razors,
lotions, soaps, etc, note pads,
pens, pencils, anything you think
that the women can use plus $$$
and candy. We buy food items to
fit the number of residents (33)
plus the children will receive age-appropriate items. I won’t
know the children’s sex and age until a week before. There will
be a box in the narthex for your items. Checks may be made
out to the church with YWCA baskets in the designation line. 

Last year we filled 33 baskets for women and 7 for children
with food, toys, craft items and a stuffed animal.

Thank you for your participation. 
Sue Little

Day 11 of LM was deemed a smackdown between the West
Coast and the East Coast - or, if you prefer coffee or tea -
between Starbucks and the Boston Tea Party! 

In the end, Chief Seattle (namesake of that Pacific Northwest
city) sailed past St. Botulph (namesake of that Eastern
Massachusetts town called Boston) to join the Saintly Sixteen.
Botulph’s name (var Botolph) appears often in Boston, and in
England it appears in the names of five towns and villages and
more than 70 churches! 

How many Seattles are there?

Follow Chief Seattle as he battles Juan Diego or John Donne



in the next round at www.lentmadness.org.

The Diocese has continued to offer easy online giving. To use this,
please select "St. Mark's Canton" from the dropdown, and choose
either a one-time or recurring gift. We thank you for your continued
support.

Designate a Gift to St. Mark's

Bob's Music Notes

Just listening to organist Alexander McCurdy at Westminster
Choir College Chapel services was like taking a lesson.  He
had the knack of playing the right prelude, hymn
accompaniment, anthem background - you name it - and he
used EVERY stop on the organ.  

Over the years, when I was downtown we had concerts by
major performers. When the blind master Jean Langlais
appeared (twice), his lady caregiver escorted him to the
console at his rehearsal, and, one by one, he selected the
stops and listened to them and formed in his mind their location
- absolutely amazing. But I observed that he picked the sounds
most near to what he played in France - just those and nothing
more.

But when Virgil Fox would arrive (for one of his nine concerts)
he spent hours listening to EVERY stop, to explore the unique
sound of that particular organ, mining its riches, unlike one
artist who only rehearsed a half hour before playing and didn't -
even once - play a note on a whole new division we had just
installed.

https://dohio.org/designate-a-gift-to-your-parish


I used to tell my pupils "use every stop on the organ at every
service." And that includes chimes and harp! So many of my
colleagues never play a chime or harp. If the stop is there, the
builder thought it must have a purpose.

The only caveat to this rule is the Zimbelstern, which one organ
dictionary calls a "puerile" novelty. The Zimbelstern ("star bell")
is a circle of little bells with a rotating clapper to make a tinkling
sound. Lots of European organs have this device, usually
displayed on the front of the organ case. In memory of my
Kathleen I gave a Zimbelstern to St. Mark's, quite visible on the
case, operated by a toe stud. Occasionally I've accidentally
activated it and, with my poor hearing, I'm not aware of its
tinkling away until a choir member warns me. Of course I can
see the clapper rotating up there on the reredos, but I need to
be more circumspect, I guess.

March Birthdays
1 Ken Jaeb

4 Sandy Paradis
6 Charlie Kiesling,

Chuck Violand
7 Leslie Redmon
8 Beth Bletzacker
10 Kathy Sloan

11 Brooks Deuble,
Colin Jenkins

12 Geoff Gordon
13 Carol Hayn

14 Jonathan Wise
18 Emmett Cerrone-Arnold

21 Brad Kaustinen
26 John Werren

28 Joe Hoot, Sue Little
 

March Anniversaries



4 Richard and Marcia Tirpak
13 Geoff and Bobbi Gordon

21 Christopher and Tasha Smith
22 Carol and John Hayn

27 Sara Strattan and Tom Burns

Prayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns

Wayne Paradis, Kim Nadel, Jim Weaver, Jane Schutrum, Ron Hill,
Amelia Rowland, & Ron Brookes

Family and Friends: Judy Heisser-Turner (sister of Bert Heisser);
Chris Posey (Joe Hoot’s sister), Nephew of Frances Swinehart,
Trish (friend of Paulette Frech); Jim Belamy, Bill Allen, & Mike
Paris (acquaintances of the Mulls); Pat Walter & family (friend of
Barb Whitehouse); Alycia Geis (Karen Violand’s friend’s daughter);
Jacinta Decker (co-worker of Mandy Pelger); Kay Stanley &
Michelle Graber (Bobbi Gordon’s mother & family/friend); Ray
(friend of Bob Morrison); Ashley Morgan Burton (niece of Barb
Siegfried); DaNay Jackson (friend of Ron Brookes); Allison
Cornell-Hood, Christine Allenbaugh, Bob Patterson, & Anne
Higgins (daughter & friends of Diane Cornell); Baby Finnigan
Savage & family (friends of Pam McCarthy); Lynnda Hoefler &
Jimmy Little (friend & son of Sue Little); Theresa & Addelyn
(friends of the Hixons); Yanette Pysher (Vonda Temelkoff’s
cousin); Sarah, Barb, Sandy Snyder, Doug Fulton, & Gail
(daughter, friends, brother-in-law, & sister-in-law of the Rands);
Tony Donahue (friend of the Boyds); Holly (friend of Paulette
Frech); Marc Hostetler (brother of Susan Hostetler); Baby David
(acquaintance of the Nadels); Johnny Willoughby (grandson of the
Willoughbys); Jim Mesko (friend of Jim Weaver).

For those who have died.
For those in the armed forces.

PRAYER CHAIN:
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the specific needs of
those on the prayer chain. If you would like to place yourself or a loved one on
the prayer chain, please contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net

Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or on the Prayer
Concerns list appearing in The Lion's Pause and Sunday bulletin or in both
places. Please let Bobbi know your preference. Unless otherwise instructed,
names will be listed as we receive them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the
status of your friends or family members as to when they may be removed



from the prayer lists.

Office Hours:Office Hours:
Fr. RJ: M-Th, by appointment

Katie: MWF, 8-2:30 p.m.
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