St. Mark’s needs volunteers to support the following
ministries. Our church community requires your personal
investment of time and talent. Investments of time on
Sundays will continue the good experiences we enjoy
and demonstrate to visitors an involved congregation. If
you are interested in joining one of these groups, or if you
would like additional information, please email Katie.
office@stmarks-canton.org
Ushers
Acolytes
Eucharistic Ministers
Lay Readers
Altar Guild
Sunday School Teachers
Building & Grounds Support

Rector's Ramblings
In 1 Corinthians 13, Paul wrote that love,
“bears all things, believes all things, hopes
all things, endures all things.”
We must be somewhat careful with our
interpretation of this section of Paul’s
description of love. It could easily turn us to
a stance of co-dependency, which is not
really love, but is an unhealthy desire to be loved.
Love bears all things and endures all things. Both of these are
pointed toward the human object of our love. I have known
many parents who have struggled with a child who has gone
off in many wrong directions. Some have thought it was loving
to turn a blind eye to their child’s indiscretions. That, however,
is not what Paul meant when he was speaking about bearing
all things or enduring all things. To turn a blind eye is to
pretend that the indiscretions do not exist. It is pretending that
reality is different. That is not love.
Love acknowledges the indiscretions. It may even mean
confronting the indiscretions. If someone is bound by an
addiction, it is not loving to ignore that addiction. The loving
thing is to confront the addiction and say, “I will be with you
through recovery.” If someone is abusive, it is not loving to
allow them to continue in their abusive behavior. The loving
thing is to say, “Let’s get you some help so you can overcome
your issues with anger.” True love says, “I will not allow you to

continue to hurt yourself, or your relationships. Instead, I will do
what I can to help you overcome them.” It is just as unloving to
pretend that the faults are not there as it is to abandon the
person because of their faults.
Understanding that brings us to the two descriptors of love in
the middle of this section. Love believes all things and hopes
all things. These two descriptors are directed toward
God. When Paul wrote that love believes all things, he did not
mean that we believe everything that the beloved says. He
meant that we believe that God can work for the transformation
of those whom we love. We believe in God, not in humans. We
believe that the same God who has brought, and is bringing
transformation to our lives, can bring transformation to the lives
of those whom we love. If we believe that God can bring
transformation to them, there is reason for hope.
The worst thing that we can do to someone we love is give up
hope. If we give up hope, we are saying there is no room for
transformation. Transformation is the work of God by the power
of the Holy Spirit. To have hope means we entrust those whom
we love to God. That is the most loving thing we can do for
anyone. We do what we can do, and trust them to God’s
care. In God’s care, there is always hope.
Fr. RJ
St. Mark's Book Club
Mystery, fiction, biographies, and fellowship! Join us the
second Monday of the month at 7:00 P.M. for literary sharing
and lively discussion! We read and review a book each month
for about an hour, and Fr. R.J. has been known to participate
on occasion too! Recent books include The Gown, The
Daughters of Yalta, and The Wolves of Winter, an intriguing,
futuristic, debut novel about survival, and ultimate hope, set in
the frozen arctic Yukon territory.
The book for April is Princess Spy, by Aline, Countess of
Romanones, and provides a glimpse into the fast-paced spy
world based on a true story!
We have been Zooming during the pandemic, but are looking

forward to in-person gathering sometime soon (and that means
there will be snacks and treats!). All are welcome and if you
are interested, please let Leslie Redmon or the church office
know.
THANK YOU to the Stewardship Committee & to Father RJ
The Stewardship Committee hosted an information session
about Altar Guild on Saturday, March 5. It was well attended,
and it has resulted in 7 new members for Altar Guild. Please
join us in welcoming the following people to this essential
ministry:
·
Cindy Brown,
·
Beth Crowl,
·
Linda Deuble,
·
Bobbi Gordon,
·
Pat Silagy-Wesson,
·
Kathy Sloan, and
·
Karen Violand.
The Altar Guild is a volunteer group of the parish whose
ministry is to care for the altar, vessels, and altar linens of the
parish. Altar Guild members prepare the sanctuary for services
and clean up afterward. Altar Guild members frequently
supervise the decoration of the sanctuary of the parish with
flowers.
If you are interested in learning more about the Altar Guild,
please do not hesitate to reach out to any of our members. We
welcome your inquiries.
Cluster Dinner Group
Last week the loosely formed Cluster Dinner Group met via
zoom. There were 9 folks sharing, listening, and catching up
- a few were even out of state! Zooming enables us to be seen
and heard from wherever we are, which was a real treat during
the pandemic. It’s always a pleasure for Fr RJ to be with us,
too.
Groups will be forming with the plan to begin meeting after
Easter. It has not been determined whether we’ll meet at a
restaurant or in homes, as was customary. Please let MaryAnn
Kiesling or the church office if you would like to be part of the

Cluster Dinner ministry.

Lenten Potluck Suppers
March 23, & 30 @ 6:30 p.m.
Signup and info are located in the church lobby.

Final reminder: If you would like to make an Easter
lily dedication, please fill out the cards found in the
lobby. Lilies are $15/each. Make checks payable to
St. Mark's Altar Guild. Dedications and checks are
due no later than March 21.
Thank you!
St. Mark's Altar Guild

SomeBunny
We will again be providing Easter baskets for the residents and
their custodial children at the YWCA. Your donations to help fill
the pails will be appreciated. You may donate cash or such
items as emery boards, combs, shampoo, lotions, notepads,
pencils, pens, etc. and some candy and snacks. There are 42
women, their children, and an occasional man in the
apartment. We will find age-appropriate items for the children. I
don’t have the number of children and their ages yet. The pails
will be filled on Tuesday of Holy Week. Thank you for your
help. Susan Little

Sunday, March 20
Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. and 10
a.m.
Bible Study at 9 a.m.
Sunday School at 10 a.m.
Lessons
Bulletin
Live Stream
Tuesday, March 22
Lunch Bunch, 1 p.m. at First Watch
Wednesday, March 23
Evening Prayer, 4 p.m. (Zoom)
Bulletin Join Zoom Meeting
Lenten Potluck, 6:30 p.m. (sign up in lobby)
March 21-25
Office Closed for Window Installation
Fr. RJ and Katie working remotely
Katie off March 21

Lent Madness V
LM finishes the Round of 32 as the Queen of Hawaii and the
Bishop of Lincoln face off first in the coming week. Then it's a
nun, mystic, poet, and pot-stirrer versus the Archangel Gabriel!
The round ends with the patron saint of teachers, academics,
theologians, and those who make pencils and books, hoping to
move to the Saintly16 by defeating the translator of the Bible
from Latin into "common language" (vulgar/Vulgate).
The Saintly 16 round begins Thursday with Stephen versus
Theresa of Avila; and on Friday, the first African American
bishop in the Episcopal Church faces the first Native American
saint recognized by the Roman Catholic Church.
+ Score one point for the Round of 32 and two points for the Saintly 16 +

Voting begins each morning at 8:00 DST
www.lentmadness.org

Designate a Gift to St. Mark's
The Diocese has continued to
offer easy online giving. To use
this, please select "St. Mark's
Canton" from the dropdown,
and choose either a one-time or
recurring gift. We thank you for your continued support.
Bob's Music Notes
My brother Richard and I were attending
Sunday School in Baltimore County. Our
father had built a lovely home on the
corner of Liberty and Kelox Roads. Our
neighbor was the Stumpf family, and
they had a player piano. I was over there
pumping that player so often that Mrs.
Stumpf finally limited my visits to two
numbers. But the idyllic days at Kelox
Road were numbered. As a child, I did
not realize what was happening, the depression, and my father
lost the house.
We had to move in with my dad's mom on Groveland Avenue
in the West Arlington section of Baltimore, which was fine with
me. A big house, my diminutive grandmother a bundle of
energy, my school teacher Aunt Elizabeth (who financed my
music lessons), and Uncle George, it was a happy time.
Now we were attending the "mother" church of that rural
Lochearn parish, Arlington Presbyterian, which had a sign
made up of light bulbs spelling "God Is Love." The church was
located a stone's throw from the Pimlico Racetrack and seated
about 700 - fairly large. T. Roland Philips was the pastor, quite
eloquent in the pulpit, and the organist was Henrikka Whelan.

She was on the piano faculty at the downtown Peabody
Conservatory of Music. She played a two-manual organ built in
Hagerstown MD by the largest builder of organs in the world at
the time, Moller, who produced an organ a day! At the end of
every service I would run up to the chancel to watch Ms.
Whelan play her postlude and to talk a bit about what she was
playing. But, even as a child, I began to realize that my visits
were not the highlight of her day.
March Birthdays
1 Ken Jaeb
4 Sandy Paradis
6 Charlie Kiesling,
Chuck Violand
7 Leslie Redmon
8 Beth Bletzacker
10 Kathy Sloan
11 Brooks Deuble,
Colin Jenkins
12 Geoff Gordon
13 Carol Hayn
18 Emmett Cerrone-Arnold
21 Brad Kaustinen
26 John Werren
28 Joe Hoot, Sue Little
March Anniversaries
4 Richard and Marcia Tirpak
13 Geoff and Bobbi Gordon
21 Christopher and Tasha Smith
22 Carol and John Hayn
27 Sara Strattan and Tom Burns
Prayer Concerns
Geoff Gordon, Jim Weaver, Jane Schutrum, Ron Hill, Amelia
Rowland, Ron Brookes
Family and Friends: Aurora (friend of the Gordon’s); Matt
Gagnon (assistant principal at Oakwood Middle School),
Addelyn (friend of Judy Hixon); John Fortney (brother of Cindy
Brown); Yanette Pysher (Vonda Temerlkoff’s cousin); Shelli

Montoni, Sandy Snyder, & the Fulton family (friend and
relatives of the Rands); Lynnda Hoefler (friends of Sue Little);
Sherry & Noah (friends of the Kieslings); Ray Slinger (friend of
Bob Morrison); Janet Sheatzley Morgan (Barb Siegfried’s
sister); Tony Donahue & Beth Conley (friends of Cricket Boyd);
Carol Jones (daughter of Buck & BJ Jones); Glenn Robert
(friend of Beth Crowl); Terry L. (friend of Pam McCarthy);
Lesley & Holly (friends of Paulette Frech); Marc Hostetler
(brother of Susan Hostetler); Baby David (friend of the
Schaubs); Bob Patterson (friends of Diana Cornell); Sullivan &
Guzman families & Pastor Marilyn Roman (friends of the
Mulls); Johnny Willoughby (grandson of the Willoughbys); Jim
Mesko (friend of Jim Weaver).
For those who have died.
For those in the armed forces.
PRAYER CHAIN:
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the
specific needs of those on the prayer chain. If you would like to
place yourself or a loved one on the prayer chain, please
contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net
Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or
on the Prayer Concerns list appearing in The Lion's Pause and
Sunday bulletin or in both places. Please let Bobbi know your
preference. Unless otherwise instructed, names will be listed
as we receive them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the
status of your friends or family members as to when they may
be removed from the prayer lists.

Contact Us:
Fr. RJ
Office
Wardens
Need to update your directory listing, birthday, or
anniversary? Update here.
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We seek to unite all people with God and each other in Christ through
worship, fellowship, education, and service.
St. Mark's Church
The Episcopal Church
The Diocese of Ohio
More Links HERE
Bellwether Farm
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The
difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products
to the charitable organization of your choice.
Shop Here

