In view of COVID transmission rates in Stark Co. and CDC
guidelines, we are requesting that all persons attending
services at St. Mark’s continue to wear a mask inside the
building.

As you shop for Christmas, please consider using
AmazonSmile and adding St. Mark's Episcopal Church in
Canton, OH as your charity. This is at no cost to you, and gives
us some extra funds for our operations.
Rector's Ramblings
During the Fourth Century, in
the region of Carthage, a
teaching arose that, for the
ministry of the church to be
effective, the ministers of the
church needed to be without
fault. This teaching is known

as Donatism. This called into question the validity of the
sacraments administered by clergy whose lives were clearly
riddled with fault. It also left in question the validity of the
sacraments administered by clergy whose lives were not
notoriously problematic, but were later discovered to be less
than faultless.
As a side note, I know some clergy who are much less faultless
than I am. However, I have never met a person who I would
say is without fault. This leaves me with the question, “How
faultless did the Donatists believe their clergy needed to be?”
Because the Reformers recognized that there was only one
human was without sin, Jesus Christ, they recognized that the
belief that the sacraments depended on the worthiness of the
minister was problematic. In light of this recognition, the
English Reformers added Article XXVI. Of the Unworthiness of
the Ministers, which hinders not the effect of the Sacraments,
which states:
Although in the visible Church the evil be ever mingled with the
good, and sometimes the evil have chief authority in the
Ministration of the Word and Sacraments, yet forasmuch as
they do not the same in their own name, but in Christ's, and do
minister by his commission and authority, we may use their
Ministry, both in hearing the Word of God, and in receiving the
Sacraments. Neither is the effect of Christ's ordinance taken
away by their wickedness, nor the grace of God's gifts
diminished from such as by faith, and rightly, do receive the
Sacraments ministered unto them; which be effectual, because
of Christ's institution and promise, although they be ministered
by evil men.
Nevertheless, it appertaineth to the discipline of the Church,
that inquiry be made of evil Ministers, and that they be accused
by those that have knowledge of their offences; and finally,
being found guilty, by just judgment be deposed.
Both paragraphs of this article are important. The first
paragraph gives the assurance that the word of God rightly
proclaimed, and the sacraments administered by the church
are valid not because of the worthiness of the person acting,
but because of the promise of Christ. We do not need to worry
that our baptism is flawed because the person who baptized us

was flawed. Nor do I need to worry that my ordination is
invalidated by the sins of the bishop who ordained me.
As we have seen the various scandals that have plagued the
church in recent years, this is important to remember. The
word and sacraments administered by the clergy who have
been caught in various scandals are still valid. Their sins are
not imputed to the people who received their ministry.
The second paragraph acknowledges that the grievous sins of
those in ministry are destructive to the church, even if those
sins do not negate the right acts of ministry. Those ministers
whose sins are destructive to the church need to be deposed
from their role in ministry for the sake of the church.
Fr. RJ

December 9
The Work of the Church: A Conversation with
the Presiding Bishop and His Canons
For more information and to register, click here.

Office Move Update
The construction crew finished up the dutch door and new
office trim. The new furniture and partition were delivered and
installed. Copier is moved and both Katie and RJ's desks have
been moved to the new offices. A big thank you to Geoff
Gordon, who performed skill and grace with his physical labor
and electronics skills. We think phones, copier, and internet are
all up and running. There are still some open items, but the big
stuff. Is done.
Charlie Kiesling
Summer Camp at Bellwether Farm
Save the Dates: Camp for incoming 2nd through 12th graders
will be offered each camp week beginning Sunday afternoon
through Friday afternoon. Camp will be offered the weeks of
June 19 and 26 and July 3, 10, 17, and 24.
Interested camp counselors or program staff can reach out to
Whayne Hougland, Transitional Director, and must be available
June 11 - July 30.
Registration will be live by early 2022.
Sunday, November 21
Holy Eucharist in person at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
Live Stream at 10 a.m.
Bible Study at 9 a.m. between services
Sunday School at 10 a.m.
Lessons (Track 2)
Bulletin
Live Stream

Wednesday, November 24
Evening Prayer, 4 p.m.
Bulletin
Zoom
Want to dedicate altar flowers?
Forms are in the lobby on the

table and can be submitted with
a check of $15 per donation “In
Memory of” “In Celebration of”
or “In Honor of”

It's time for Christmas poinsettias! You may
email your dedication to Katie in the office
here or grab a form in the lobby.
Poinsettias are $15 each. Please indicate
whether you will be taking yours home after
services or not. The deadline is November
22nd for dedications.
Giving for Thanksgiving Baskets & Community Christmas
Thank you for your generous donations. Sunday, November
21st is the last day to contribute for Thanksgiving Baskets.
Thanksgiving Baskets will provide a voucher for a turkey and a
voucher for each family to choose their own canned and fresh
vegetables from the newly created Food Bank on Cherry Ave.
Community Christmas will have both family shoppers and
vouchers. We have decided not to shop this season, but to
send them the money collected.
Please make your checks out to St. Mark's Episcopal
Church and indicate the designation in the memo line.
Anti-Racism Trainings
Anti-Racism training is required for all individuals in elected
and appointed Diocesan positions, and it is also open to all
members of the Diocese.
The Commission for Racial Justice will offer this two-day
training on the following dates:
· January 22 and 23 Zoom video conference (Saturday and
Sunday from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. both days)
· February 18 and 19 Zoom video conference (Friday and
Saturday from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. both days)

The cost of the training materials is covered by the Diocese of
Ohio. You must commit to attending the full sessions and to
doing the off-line work. Registration is required. For
assistance with online registration please email Antoinette
Taylor ataylor@dohio.org. For additional information about
training please email the Rev. Margaret D’Anieri
at mdanieri@dohio.org.
The Diocese has continued to offer easy online giving. To use
this, please select "St. Mark's Canton" from the dropdown, and
choose either a one-time or recurring gift. We thank you for
your continued support.
Designate a Gift to St.
Mark's

Bob's Music Notes
All during the winter of 1996 construction
was taking place at our home site in the
former Brunnerdale Seminary property, now
known as Glenmoor. Each day I'd drive over
to see what was happening. The builder
needed to know our decisions about
fixtures, carpet, flooring - endless decisions,
and Kathleen was ready for the challenge.
In the Spring of 1997 things were in place and in May we were
ready to move in.
As fortune would have it, Schulmerich Carillons wanted me to
fly to Vancouver BC and dedicate a carillon - something I'd give
my right arm to do. But there was no way, on moving day, for
me to abandon the scene of my new home, and I had to turn
this invitation down.
Kathleen stood at the front door and directed the movers to put
the items where she thought they should go. When they
brought in the piano I sat down and started to play and the
moving men did a little dance. The lovely month of May! A new
home and a new adventure.

With the lovely weather we had our doors wide open enjoying
the breezes that swept across the Timken farm. This proved
not to be such a good idea. A chipmunk decided to explore the
house and we managed to trace him to the master
bathroom. Kathleen's nursing friend Flora Arnold Casner
offered us a "Have-A-Heart" trap to capture the critter. We kept
the bathroom door closed for a day and then peeked in to see
if the chipmunk was in the trap. Nope - empty. We waited
another day and still no sign of the little fellow. But then I
noticed some droppings on the tub and could only conclude
that he had gone down the drain, since we never saw him
again.
November Birthdays
5 Mandy Pelger
7 Zachary Clark
23 Nathaniel Clark
25 Nora Smith
27 Kent Clark
25 Beth Crowl
28 Fletcher Clark
30 Sandy Turner
November Anniversaries
21 Dave and Marcia Kiesling, Gary and Livvy Mull
Prayer Concerns
Fred Gibbs, Jim Weaver, Jane Schutrum, Ron Hill, Amelia
Rowland, Ron Brookes, Jack and Pauline Briggs
Family and Friends: John Fortney (brother of Cindy Brown);
Nancy Murphy (daughter of Carol Hayn); Stephanie & Jim
Bellamy (friend of Marcia Tirpak); Darlene & Diana (friends of
Sue Little), Silvia Batalla (friend of Gene and Sally Little);
Yanette Pysher (Vonda Temerlkoff’s cousin); Sandy Snyder &
Doug (friend & brother-in-law of the Rands); Darlene, Diana,
Carol, & Lynnda Hoefler (friends of Sue Little); Sherry, Noah, &
Linda Kendrick, (friends of the Kieslings); Ray Slinger (friend of
Bob Morrison), Janet Sheatzley Morgan (Barb Siegfried’s
sister); Chuck Schuerer & Beth Conley (friends of Cricket
Boyd); Carol Jones (daughter of Buck & BJ Jones); Steve

O’Krepki & Corinna (family of Beth Crowl); Dr. Angela Peters &
family (friend of the Kennedys); Terry L., Denny Schafer, Judy
Evans (friends of Pam McCarthy); Addelyn (friend of Judy
Hixon); Jerry Burris (friend of the Thorleys); Lesley & Holly
(friends of Paulette Frech); Marc Hostetler (brother of Susan
Hostetler); Baby David (friend of the Schaubs); Bob Patterson
(friends of Diana Cornell); Camila Guzman family & Pastor
Marilyn Roman (friends of the Mulls); Johnny Willoughby
(grandson of the Willoughbys); Jim Mesko (friend of Jim
Weaver).
For those who have died.
For those in the armed forces.
PRAYER CHAIN:
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the
specific needs of those on the prayer chain. If you would like to
place yourself or a loved one on the prayer chain, please
contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net
Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or
on the Prayer Concerns list appearing in The Lion's Pause and
Sunday bulletin or in both places. Please let Bobbi know your
preference. Unless otherwise instructed, names will be listed
as we receive them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the
status of your friends or family members as to when they may
be removed from the prayer lists.

Need to update your directory listing, birthday, or
anniversary? Update here.
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We seek to unite all people with God and each other in Christ through
worship, fellowship, education, and service.
St. Mark's Church
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More Links HERE
Bellwether Farm
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The
difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products
to the charitable organization of your choice.
Shop Here

