In view of COVID transmission rates in Stark
Co. and CDC guidelines, we are requesting that
all persons attending services at St. Mark’s
continue to wear a mask inside the building.
Rector's Ramblings
The next Article of Religion
from the Historical
Documents in the Book of
Common Prayer that is
particularly relatable in the
church today is Article XVIII:
"Of obtaining eternal
Salvation only by the Name of Christ". This may be one of the
most controversial Articles today.
The Article states: "They also are to be had accursed that
presume to say, That every man shall be saved by the Law or
Sect which he professeth, so that he be diligent to frame his
life according to that Law, and the light of Nature. For Holy
Scripture doth set out unto us only the Name of Jesus Christ,
whereby men must be saved."
Immediately prior to the reformation, scholastic theologians
taught that moral effort, doing the best that we can based on
our natural moral ability, would earn an infusion of grace that

would eventually lead to eternal life. This meant that adherents
to other religions would earn salvation by following their own
religion to the best of their ability.
If, as the reformers taught, Christians are saved by grace
through faith, and not by the good works that such faith
produced, how could someone who is not a Christian earn the
grace of God through good works? In addition to this, to say
that grace can be earned through doing our moral best means
that the sacrifice of Christ on the cross was unnecessary. The
notion that the Father would send the Son to die on the cross if
there was another way to save humanity was repugnant to the
reformers.
The scholastic teaching that the best moral efforts of people of
every faith, or no faith at all, is alive and well among many
mainline Protestants today. It is often argued that it would be
unjust if God were not to extend grace to those who have not
heard the Gospel, and so have not had the opportunity to
respond to the Gospel. So, how would the reformers respond
to other religions?
Although we do not have the thoughts of the English Reformers
on this matter, we do have the thoughts of Martin Luther, in
whose steps the English Reformers partially followed. Luther
wrote:
It would be quite a different question whether God can impart
faith to some in the hour of death or after death so that these
people could be saved through faith. Who would doubt God’s
ability to do that?
So, for Luther, at least, it was not a question of who would be
saved, so much as a question of how they would be saved.
A healthy response to world religions from the church today
might contain a few different elements. The first is to
acknowledge that every culture appears to have a memory of
God. This is reflected in the fact that almost every culture has a
religious system. St. Paul acknowledges this in Romans 1:1823. The church must not denigrate this memory of God.
Second, the church must recognize that there is only one
judge. The decision regarding who will be saved is the

prerogative of God alone.
Third, as Christians we are saved by grace through faith, and
not because of our superior moral effort. There is no cause for
arrogance in the fact that we have faith in the revelation of God
through Jesus Christ. It is only by grace that we have been
given the gift of faith.
With all of that in mind, we can say that salvation comes
through Christ alone. Those of other faiths may be saved. Like
us, if they are saved, it is through the work of Jesus Christ.
Fr. RJ
Sunday School Help Needed!
We are still looking for any
volunteers interested in
assisting our Sunday school
teachers during lessons. The
teachers will run the lesson, but
we need an assistant in the
room to help as a second set of
hands. We have a great group of kids ranging from ages 3 to
9.
Please contact Emily Gordon if you are interested in
volunteering your time. Thank you!
(ecgordon16@gmail.com)

A Cluster Dinner group met at John's Bar and Grille.
Interested in joining for a dinner outing?
Contact MaryAnn Kiesling.

Sunday, October 24
Holy Eucharist in person at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
Live Stream at 10 a.m. (please share to your FaceBook page, too!)
Bible Study at 9 a.m. between services
Sunday School at 10 a.m.
Lessons (Track 2)
Bulletin
Live Stream
Monday, October 25
Knitting, 1 p.m. in the Family Room

Altar Guild Meeting, 4:30 p.m.

Wednesday, October 27
Evening Prayer, 4 p.m.
Bulletin
Zoom
Thanksgiving Feast for Gibbs Elementary
Thanks to your generosity in record time, Gibbs has reached
their fundraising goal! If you are interested in volunteering to
serve food, the date is Wednesday, November 24th from 12ish.
Please contact Mandy Pelger at mpelger09@gmail.com
The holiday season is rapidly
approaching. We have already
received requests for financial
assistance from Thanksgiving
Baskets Downtown and also
from Community Christmas.
Our church family needs to help the less fortunate during this
time.
Thanksgiving baskets will provide a voucher for a turkey and a
voucher for each family to choose their own canned and fresh
vegetables from the newly created Food Bank on Cherry Ave.
Community Christmas will have both family shoppers and
vouchers. We have decided not to shop this season, but to
send them the money collected.
At this time, please consider giving a donation through St.
Mark’s to these two worthy causes. Unless you designate
otherwise, the money will be collected and divided
between the two charities. Please make your checks out to
"St. Mark's Episcopal Church" and use the memo line to
indicate either Thanksgiving Baskets, Community
Christmas, or both.

OUTREACH: Blessing Box
at Hope Outreach Ministry
A reminder that we are still providing
personal items for the area homeless,
including toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap,
toilet paper, tissues, hand sanitizer,
paper towels, deodorants, band-aids,
and other personal care products.
They are also in need of food items, such
as cans of fruit, applesauce, tuna fish, crackers, and
any ready-to-eat item, since can openers are not necessarily
available. Please place items into the Hope Chest located
across from the coatroom.

The Diocese has continued to offer easy online giving. To use
this, please select "St. Mark's Canton" from the dropdown, and
choose either a one-time or recurring gift. We thank you for
your continued support.
Designate a Gift to St.
Mark's

Bob's Music Notes
When my wife Kathleen experienced
stair problems, we elected to build a house
with everything on one level. Our dentist,
John D. Wynn (prominent member of St.
Paul's downtown) was building a house in
the Cloisters area of the Glenmoor Country

Club. He invited Kathleen and me to dinner
in the clubhouse and then to view his almost
completed home. The very next day a
newspaper ad titled "Living -- Glenmoor
style" captured our attention with the fact
that costs were about what we had
available.
My acquaintance with this area was limited.
The only exposure I had had to this place
was a visit to the original Brunnerdale Seminary building and
its Holtkamp organ in the chapel. The Cleveland organ firm
started life as Votteler and the 1857 organ at the separatist
settlement in Zoar was built with pipes from Cleveland
transported on the Ohio-Erie Canal to Navarre and then by
horse wagon to Zoar.
I had played this nice one-manual organ for harvest and
Christmas festivals, but its non-standard pedal board gave me
problems! The organ has a handle on the side for the pumper
and a stop called bellows signal to rouse the pumper to get to
work. An electric blower was eventually added.
The Brunnerdale Seminary chapel balcony housed the first
Holtkamp organ (1932) and our Canton Chapter of the
American Guild of Organists had a visit to this historic
instrument. That had been the extent of my association with
this area.
But that was about to change.
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
1 W. Robert Morrison
4 Ivy Smith
10 Fr. RJ
18 Bobbi Gordon
21 Tom Burns
OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES
5 Chuck and Karen Violand
16 Derek and Emily Gordon

Prayer Concerns
Jim Weaver, Jane Schutrum, Ron Hill, Amelia Rowland, Ron
Brookes, Jack and Pauline Briggs
Family and Friends: Stephanie & Jim Bellamy (friend of
Marcia Tirpak); Darlene & Diana (friends of Sue Little); Silvia
Batalla (friend of Gene and Sally Little); Yanette Pysher (Vonda
Temelkoff’s cousin); John Fortney (Cindy Brown’s brother);
Sandy Snyder & Doug (friend & brother-in-law of the Rands);
Darlene, Diana, Carol, & Lynnda Hoefler (friends of Sue Little);
Sherry, Carson, Noah, Linda Kendrick, & Gail (friends of the
Kieslings); Hugh Clark (friend of the Hixons & Kieslings); Ray
Slinger (friend of Bob Morrison); Janet Sheatzley Morgan (Barb
Siegfried’s sister); Chuck Schuerer & Beth Conley (friends of
Cricket Boyd); Carol Jones (daughter of Buck & BJ Jones);
Steve O’Krepki & Corinna (family of Beth Crowl); Dr. Angela
Peters & family (friend of the Kennedys); Terry L., Denny
Schafer, Judy Evans, & Bobby Guerin (friends of Pam
McCarthy); Addelyn (friend of Judy Hixon); Eddie Hornsby
(friend of Father RJ); Jerry Burris (friend of the Thorleys);
Lesley & Holly (friends of Paulette Frech); Marc Hostetler
(brother of Susan Hostetler); Baby David (friend of the
Schaubs); Bob Patterson (friends of Diana Cornell); Camila
Guzman family & Pastor Marilyn Roman (friends of the Mulls);
Johnny Willoughby (grandson of the Willoughbys); Jim Mesko
(friend of Jim Weaver).
For those who have died.
For those in the armed forces.
PRAYER CHAIN:
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the
specific needs of those on the prayer chain. If you would like to
place yourself or a loved one on the prayer chain, please
contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net
Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or
on the Prayer Concerns list appearing in The Lion's Pause and
Sunday bulletin or in both places. Please let Bobbi know your
preference. Unless otherwise instructed, names will be listed
as we receive them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the

status of your friends or family members as to when they may
be removed from the prayer lists.

Need to update your directory listing, birthday, or
anniversary? Update here.
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More Links HERE
Bellwether Farm
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The
difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products
to the charitable organization of your choice.
Shop Here

