
Rector's Ramblings 
If the Psalms of Lament express the
Psalmist’s plight regarding something that
has gone wrong with the world, the
Psalms of Thanksgiving are the other side
of the coin. Some of the Psalms of
Thanksgiving offer gratitude for the
general works of the Lord. Others appear
to be a followup to Psalms of Lament.

The Psalmist has experienced the action of the Lord in
response to the prayer for help, so the Psalmist fulfills a vow
to return to give thanks. 

Some of the Psalms of Thanksgiving express gratitude for the
works of the Lord in general. Psalm 92, for example, begins:
“It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord, and to sing
praises to your Name, O Most High. To tell of your loving-
kindness early in the morning and of your faithfulness in the
night season.” 

In this Psalm the Psalmist seems to see that things are going
right with the world. The Psalmist credits the Lord for the way
the world is. This gives us a model of a beneficial
worldview. When things are going well, we tend to credit
ourselves. We have planned well. We have worked hard. This
is not a biblical worldview. A biblical worldview is that all
goodness comes from the Lord. We cooperate with the Lord’s
plan for the world. We do offer our labor. However, the Lord is
the one who brings about the goodness we experience. 

Some of the Psalms of Thanksgiving are more specific. 
Sometimes the Psalmist expresses gratitude for some personal
deliverance from trouble. In Psalm 30, the Psalmist wrote, “O
Lord my God, I cried out to you, and you restored my



health. You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead. You
restored my life when I was going down to the grave.” 

It is unclear exactly how the Lord delivered the Psalmist, or
what the Psalmist’s trouble was. We do know that the Psalmist
credited the Lord for bringing him through the trouble to the
other side. When we have recovered from an illness, or when
some calamity has threatened us, but has not defeated us, it is
good to give credit to the Lord for bringing us through to the
other side. 

Other Psalms of Thanksgiving express gratitude for saving the
people of Israel. In Psalm 105, the Psalmist begins with the
instruction, “Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his
Name. Make known his deeds among the peoples. Sing to him,
sing praises to him, and speak of all his marvelous works.” 

The Psalmist then continues by recalling the way the Lord
established the nation of Israel. The Psalmist recounts Joseph
going to Egypt, and the Exodus under the leadership of
Moses. The Psalmist concludes by recalling Israel entering the
promised land.

We can give thanks to God for the church in general, and the
mighty acts by which the Lord has sustained the church
through various trials and persecutions. We can also give
thanks to the Lord for St. Mark’s and the things He has done to
establish and sustain this parish family. 

Examples of Psalms of Thanksgiving are Psalms 9, 18, 30, 33,
34, 66, 68, 75, 92, 105, 106, 107, 118, 124, 125, 136, and
138.

Fr. RJ

Thanksgiving Baskets Downtown
and Community Christmas

As the holidays approach and we are preparing for our own
holidays, it is time to remember those less fortunate in our
community. Our sister church, St. Paul’s, heads the
Thanksgiving Baskets project. Many churches and civic
organizations participate to help raise the $30,000. needed to



feed nearly 1,000 families this Thanksgiving. We need to help
now! 

We have participated in Community Christmas for at least 50
years. From adopting families to donating cash, we are helping
families have a merrier Christmas. The last three years we
haven’t shopped, but we have sent money to help families not
adopted through food vouchers and gift cards for shoes and
clothing. We will send cash this year unless I hear from some
shoppers in our parish. As we age, I find it difficult to get out
there to shop.

Please participate in these worthy projects by bringing/sending
a check to the church designated for these projects (please
use the check memo line to indicate which cause.)

Sue Little

Directory Photos
 
If you still need a directory photo, contact the office for a time to
stop by during the week. Email the office.

Holy Eucharist, Oct. 30,
8 and 10 a.m.
Sunday School, 10 a.m.
Lessons
Bulletin
Live Stream

Wednesday, November 2
Evening Prayer, 4 p.m.
(Zoom)
Bulletin Zoom
Vestry, 5:30 p.m.

mailto:office@stmarks-canton.org
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp26_RCL.html#ot2
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/d41a837e-b51e-46cc-aa29-b669d15490e4.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/stmarks.canton
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/a6303fd1-81c8-4e0f-9efe-26785f76294f.pdf
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83268163690?pwd=c0l3MGtOM1FQeUdRRDVpdnUzVUNFZz09


Youth Lock-In
As the Diocesan Convention gathers, youth are
invited to a lock-in to participate and witness this
historic moment in community.

On Friday, November 18, at 6 p.m., youth will join
the diocesan worship and reception before heading
to the Cathedral youth rooms to enjoy games,
snacks, and other community-building activities. On Saturday,
elected delegates and special youth representatives (and
chaperones) will walk or take public transit to the Marriott, where
convention business will take place. All other youth and
chaperones will remain at Trinity Cathedral for a watch party,
games, trivia, food, and friends. All ages are invited to the watch
party. Registration is required.

Semi-Silent Advent Retreat

https://form.jotform.com/222486628595167


A Semi-Silent Advent Retreat will be held at Bellwether Farm
on December 2-3. The event will begin at 5 p.m. Friday and
end at 5 p.m. Saturday. The retreat will offer an opportunity to
quietly reflect on the Gospel of Matthew. Readings and
thoughts and notes will be discussed at meals and the time will
be begun and ended with prayers. Silence and a time to
prepare for the advent of the Child will be the main offering of
the retreat. This event costs $165 per person for a private
retreat room, and $140 per person for a double room.
Scholarships are also available for those who need them. For
questions, please contact Rebecca Miller. Registration is
required by November 24.

The Diocese has continued to offer easy
online giving. To use this, please select "St.
Mark's Canton" from the dropdown, and
choose either a one-time or recurring gift. We
thank you for your continued support.

Designate a Gift to St. Mark's

Bob's Music Notes

My days with master organist-teacher Virgil Fox were
numbered. He was drafted for the war effort, but actually spent
his military service playing recitals in D.C. under the
sponsorship of Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge, patron of the arts,
on a Skinner organ. 

Meanwhile, the Peabody students, having lost their beloved
Fox, were astonished when the school hired Ernest White -- a
specialist in Baroque music and very much a "purist." He was
noted for his attention to ancient music, so much so, that the
editor of The American Organist, called his recital selections
"Graveyard Gems." 

This amused White so much so that he brought out a small
volume of organ pieces with that title -- actually a charming set
of useful organ pieces featuring "gems" from the past. The
Peabody students sent a petition to the school's officials
requesting a removal of White -- a petition that was ignored.

https://www.dohio.org/staff-contact/rebecca-miller
https://form.jotform.com/Diocese1818/silentadvent-retreat-dec-2022
https://dohio.org/designate-a-gift-to-your-parish


Summer was coming and I signed up for a six-week course
with Ernest White and -- surprise! -- he was an absolute
delight. For every piece he assigned me, he had a historical
background for it. He had me order Bach's Orgelbuchein (in a
volume edited by Albert Riemenschneider at Baldwin-Wallace),
and he asked me to play selected items from this work five
different ways: super legato, legato, semi-legato, detached,
and staccato! (He said, "You never know what acoustics you'll
find in different venues -- you must adapt.") 

He was organist at "smoky" Mary's in NYC and tonal director at
M. P. Möller organ builder in Hagerstown, MD. I learned so
much from this great man, but, how to reconcile this purist
approach to the free-wheeling style of Fox?

October Birthdays
1 W. Robert Morrison

4 Ivy Smith
8 Gail Wetherell Sack

10 RJ Johnson
16 Pat Silagy-Wesson

18 Bobbi Gordon
21 Tom Burns

23 - Fred and Roberta Zollinger
 

October Anniversaries
1 David and Christy Thorley
5 Chuck and Karen Violand
16 Derek and Emily Gordon

Prayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns

Jim Weaver, Jane Schutrum, Ron Hill, Amelia Rowland, Ron
Brookes

Family and Friends: Jacinta Decker (co-worker of Mandy



Pelger); Erin Toohey-Frank (friend of the Watters); Pedro
Batalla (friend of Gene & Sally Little); Lenny Reich (Bruce
Hixon’s friend); Kay Stanley & Michelle Graber (Bobbi
Gordon’s mother & family/friend); Chris Posey (Joe Hoot’s
sister); Ray (friend of Bob Morrison); Ashley Morgan Burton
(niece of Barb Siegfried); DaNay Jackson (friend of Ron
Brookes); Allison Cornell-Hood, Christine Allenbaugh, Bob
Patterson & Anne Higgins (daughter & friends of Diane
Cornell); Baby Finnigan Savage & family (friends of Pam
McCarthy); Dan Dennis (friend of John Werren); Dan & Bonnie,
& Jimmy Little (friends & son of Sue Little); Lenny Reich,
Theresa & Addelyn (friends of the Hixons); Kahmario Coleman
(family friend of Jan Hudson); Matt Gagnon (assistant principal
at Oakwood Middle School); Yanette Pysher (Vonda
Temelkoff’s cousin); Sandy Snyder & Doug Fulton (friend &
brother-in-law of the Rands); Lynnda Hoefler (friends of Sue
Little); Sally Sorenson, Tony Donahue & Beth Conley (friends
of the Boyds); Denny & Holly (friends of Paulette Frech); Marc
Hostetler (brother of Susan Hostetler); Baby David (friend of
the Schaubs); Sullivan & Guzman families, Jim Bellamy, Bill
Allen, Mike Paris & Pastor Marilyn Roman (friends of the
Mulls); Johnny Willoughby (grandson of the Willoughbys); Jim
Mesko (friend of Jim Weaver).

For those who have died.
For those in the armed forces.

PRAYER CHAIN:
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the
specific needs of those on the prayer chain. If you would like to
place yourself or a loved one on the prayer chain, please
contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net

Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or
on the Prayer Concerns list appearing in The Lion's Pause and
Sunday bulletin or in both places. Please let Bobbi know your
preference. Unless otherwise instructed, names will be listed
as we receive them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the
status of your friends or family members as to when they may
be removed from the prayer lists.



Office Hours:Office Hours:
Fr. RJ: M-Th, by appointment

Katie: MWF, 8-2:30 p.m.

Contact Us:
Fr. RJ
Office

Wardens

 
Need to update your directory
listing, birthday, or
anniversary? Update here.

      

515 48TH ST. NW CANTON, OH 44709
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WWW.STMARKS-CANTON.ORG

We seek to unite all people with God and each other in Christ through
worship, fellowship, education, and service.

St. Mark's Church
The Episcopal Church
The Diocese of Ohio

More Links HERE
Bellwether Farm

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The
difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products
to the charitable organization of your choice.

Shop HereShop Here
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