In view of COVID transmission rates in Stark
Co. and CDC guidelines, we are requesting that
all persons attending services at St. Mark’s
continue to wear a mask inside the building.
Rector's Ramblings with Fr. RJ
Wednesday, September 8, was the commemoration of Soren
Kierkegaard. Kierkegaard was both a philosopher and a
reformer. He attacked the state of the faith of the church in
Denmark as a cultured and respectable “faith” that cost
nothing. He said that to truly be a Christian, we must be willing
to pay the price of faith.

I remember having to read some of Kierkegaard’s writings both
in my undergraduate and graduate studies, and often struggled
to make heads or tails of what he was getting at. There were,
however, certain things in Kierkegaard’s writings that
resonated with me.
One of the ideas Kierkegaard expressed that resonated with
me was that people will say they are offended by Christianity
because it is so dreary, that it limits our freedom. Kierkegaard
said that this is absolutely not the case. In reality, even the
person of lowest social or economic estate can talk to God at
any moment and be heard. In fact, God came to suffer and die
for that person. If we do not truly believe that, then Christian
faith will be offensive.
The Psalm for this coming Sunday begins with the statement:
"I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my
supplication, because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I
called upon him."
When we pray, do we stop to think that God, the creator and
sustainer of all of creation, hears our prayers? Do we
remember that the One whom we address in prayer is the one
who came to earth to suffer and die for us? If we pause to
remember this, it will certainly change the way that we pray.
Fr. RJ
Sunday School Help Needed!
As we prepare for a new Sunday
School year, we are looking for any
volunteers interested in assisting our
Sunday school teachers during
lessons. The teachers will run the
lesson, but we need an assistant in
the room to help as a second set of
hands. We have a great group of
kids ranging from ages 3 to 9.
Please contact Emily Gordon if you
are interested in volunteering your time. Thank you!

(ecgordon16@gmail.com)

Sunday School
Our new Sunday School year begins on September 12! We
look forward to seeing our kiddos back in the building for inperson lessons. We are requiring masks at this time to keep
our kiddos safe.
If you have a child that’s new to Sunday School, please contact
our Sunday School chair, Emily Gordon, for more information.
(ecgordon16@gmail.com)
Sanctuary Air Conditioning Update
First, and most importantly, your Vestry, Finance Committee,
and Building Team want to thank those who have contributed
to the Sanctuary Air Conditioning project. More than $11,000
dollars has been donated so far.
Like the weather in July, the replacement of the more-than-30year-old sanctuary air conditioning unit has had some rainy
days. Including next Sunday, September 5, we will have had
four Sunday surprises of no AC.
The order for the new AC was placed after the July vestry
meeting. The cooling coil in the old unit had a leak, which was
patched with no guarantee.
On the third week of July, a new unit arrived. Exciting day! A
large crane was on site, prepared to remove the tired, rusty old
unit and install the shiny new unit. Then it rained.
When the box was opened, the unit was damaged in several
places and rendered useless. The good news was that the old
unit had not yet been removed. No big deal, right? Another unit
was ordered.
On Monday, August 16, we were notified that the replacement
unit had arrived, the box had been opened, and all looked good
for Tuesday's installation.
On Tuesday morning, Bob Kennedy met the contractor at the
church, the crane removed the old unit, and the new unit was
lowered into position. Rain began to fall as they began to install

the unit.
To everyone's surprise, the mechanical and electronic
configurations of the new unit were not compatible with the
existing system! ! The rain continued to fall as the shiny new
unit was replaced by the old unreliable unit.
Current status? "Old Rusty" lasted one more week and said
"enough is enough!"
The third unit is scheduled for installation on September 9-10,
so your Building Team certainly hopes that the third time is the
charm, and that when you arrive for the 8 a.m. or 10 a.m.
church service Sunday, September 12, you'll find St. Mark's to
be nice and cool.
Want to donate to this project? You can use the link here
and write in "AC Contribution" or use the offering plate on
Sunday and leave a note in the memo line.
Charlie Kiesling
Outreach: Blessing Box at
Hope Outreach Ministry
Reminder that we are still
providing personal items for the
area homeless, including
toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap,
toilet paper, tissues, hand
sanitizer, paper towels,
deodorants, band-aids, and
other personal care products.
They are also in need of food items, such as cans of fruit,
applesauce, tuna fish, crackers, and any ready-to-eat item,
since can openers are not necessarily available. Please place
items into the Hope Chest located across from the coat room.
The Diocese has continued to
offer easy online giving. To
use this, please select "St.
Mark's Canton" from the

dropdown, and choose either
a one-time or recurring gift.
We thank you for your
continued support.

Designate a Gift to St.
Mark's

Sunday, September 12
Holy Eucharist in-person at
8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
Live Stream at 10 a.m.
Bible Study at 9 a.m. between
services
Lessons (Track 2)
Bulletin
Live Stream
Monday, September 13
Knitting, 1 p.m.
Book Club, 7 p.m. Zoom
Meeting ID: 891 4356 2341
Passcode: 694705
+16465588656,,89143562341#,,,,*694705# US (New York)

Wednesday, September 15
Evening Prayer, 4 p.m.
Bulletin
Zoom
MOD (Men Out Dining) Squad 6 p.m. at Tozzi's on 12th St.
Contact Tony Keenan for more info.
Bob's Music Notes
Things were going nicely at St. Mark's. Father Sloan was a
delight to work with; the choir folks were gifted and dedicated in
their musical mission. And Kathleen and I were preparing a
major move to a new home.
Since we had purchased a nice plot in the Cloisters section of
Glenmoor, we were informed that the Architectural Review

Board had certain rules to follow to assure a unified look: how
much brick, how much stone, how much wood exteriors were
allowed. We were assigned a builder who was under contract
to construct Cloister homes.
It was quite an adventure to sit down with this gentleman who
showed us five plans for houses that would fit on our
property. We had requested a three-car garage and, of course,
lots of living space on one level. We studied all five
drawings. And, alas, Kathleen didn't like any of them.
Resources for UBE Sunday
On Sunday, September 12, we celebrate the life and legacy of
our notable saint, the Reverend Alexander Crummell. We also
designate this day as UBE Sunday to commemorate the racial
justice ministry of this organization which was an outgrowth of
the Rev. Crummell’s advocacy. Provided on the diocesan
website are liturgical resources you may use on September 12
or on any other Sunday where you are reflecting on racial
reconciliation.
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
7 Linda Deuble
14 Maxine Kit
16 Bruce Hixon
17 Wayne Paradis
23 Alex Highman, Christopher Smith
27 John Highman
29 Emily Gordon
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
2 Tom and Sandy Turner
Prayer Concerns
Jim Weaver, Jane Schutrum, Ron Hill, Amelia Rowland, Ron
Brookes, Jack and Pauline Briggs
Family and Friends: Sandy Snyder & Doug (friends of the

Rands); Cricket Boyd, Diana, Carol & Lynnda Hoefler (friends

of Sue Little); Sherry, Carson, Noah, Linda Kendrick & Gail
(friends of the Kieslings); Hugh Clark (friend of the Hixons &
Kieslings); Ray Slinger (friend of Bob Morrison), Janet
Sheatzley Morgan (Barb Siegfried’s sister); Chuck Schuerer &
Beth Conley (friends of Cricket Boyd); Carol Jones (daughter of
Buck & BJ Jones); Steve O’Krepki & Corinna (family of Beth
Crowl); Dr. Angela Peters & family (friend of the Kennedys);
Terry L., Denny Schafer, Judy Evans & Bobby Guerin (friends
of Pam McCarthy); Addelyn (friend of Judy Hixon); Eddie
Hornsby (friend of Father RJ); Jerry Burris (friend of the
Thorleys); Lesley & Holly (friends of Paulette Frech); Jim
Bellamy (friend of Marcia Tirpak); Marc Hostetler (brother of
Susan Hostetler); Baby David (friend of the Schaubs); Bob
Patterson (friend of Diana Cornell); Camila Guzman family and
Pastor Marilyn Roman (friends of the Mulls); Johnny
Willoughby; Jim Mesko (friend of Jim Weaver).
PRAYER CHAIN:
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the
specific needs of those on the prayer chain. If you would like to
place yourself or a loved one on the prayer chain, please
contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net
Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or
on the Prayer Concerns list appearing in The Lion's Pause and
Sunday bulletin or in both places. Please let Bobbi know your
preference. Unless otherwise instructed, names will be listed
as we receive them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the
status of your friends or family members as to when they may
be removed from the prayer lists.
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More Links HERE
Bellwether Farm
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The
difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products
to the charitable organization of your choice.
Shop Here

