
Rector's Ramblings 

I am deviating from my normal teaching
style of article this week to bring everyone
up to date on some exciting news. I will
be starting a Doctorate of Ministry
(D.Min.) program through Lexington
Theological Seminary this fall. The focus
of the program is developing the capacity

for transformational ministry in the local church. 

The coursework is designed to be completed by clergy who are
working in local congregations. This means that most of the
coursework will be completed online. There will be a few times
that I will have to travel to Lexington, KY, for three-day
intensive courses. Those intensive courses will be scheduled
with the understanding that everyone in the program has
typical parish duties. 

The program is also designed to create an ongoing community
of pastors who will be able to offer insights into ministry both
during the program and after the program is complete. I look
forward to gaining insights from pastors across a wide variety
of denominational affiliations. 

The reason I am embarking on this program is that I hope to
gain tools to help guide St. Mark’s in effective efforts to reach
out to the communities around us. It has been more than 20
years since I was in a formal education program. In those two
decades, we have experienced two events that brought
dramatic shifts to our cultural assumptions. The first was the
attacks on September 11, 2001. We have some idea of how
that has changed our culture. The second is the COVID-19
Pandemic. It remains to be seen how this has affected our



culture. The challenge for the church is to interpret and engage
the culture in a way that brings the Gospel to people who have
experienced two such radical shifts so quickly. The methods
the church used to use do not produce the results they did 20
years ago. 

The research is not designed to be research on the
parish. Rather it is research with the parish. As part of the
program, I will be seeking your input from time to time. I may
convene groups to gain insight from your experience of our
community. I may solicit ideas about ways that we can engage
the people around us. The final part of the program will be a
parish-based project in which we try new methods of outreach. 

I hope that this program will open exciting opportunities for all
of us at St. Mark’s.  

Fr. RJ

Moving Forward Together
 

Dinner #1: Lasagna
Thursday, Sept. 22 @ 6 p.m

.
Dinner #2: Beef Tips & Noodles
Wednesday, Sept. 28 @ 6 p.m.

 
Dinners are limited to 26 people each.

Sign up in the church lobby or email the church office
and we will add your name.

 
There will be a 1-hour presentation after dinner.

 
We look forward to seeing you at one of the dinners,

brought to you by the Stewardship Committee.

mailto:office@stmarks-canton.org


Holy Eucharist, September 18, 8 and 10 a.m.
Lessons
Bulletin
Live Stream

Wednesday, September 21
Evening Prayer, 4 p.m. (Zoom)
Bulletin Zoom

The Diocese has continued to offer easy
online giving. To use this, please select "St.
Mark's Canton" from the dropdown, and
choose either a one-time or recurring gift. We
thank you for your continued support.

Designate a Gift to St. Mark's

Volunteer Opportunity at Gibbs Elementary

We are looking for volunteers to be part of our
family events once a month at Gibbs Elementary
in the Canton City School District.

We have a themed hour once a month from 2:15-3:15 in each
classroom. Families are invited to attend and participate with
their children, but they are not always able to attend for many
reasons. This year we would love to have volunteers who
attend and are in a classroom each month and available to
work with students, especially the students who do not have
family to attend. 

The dates are:
Friday, October 7th--a fall story retelling
Tuesday, November 22nd-- a parade and feast  (we will need

http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp20_RCL.html#ot2
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/1c85e050-ae64-49bc-b640-878aeba49911.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/stmarks.canton
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/29cfd9c1-014e-4723-a383-a5360e52ae0c.pdf
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81527804410?pwd=VGUxVDZSNElPU1pYaExaS1l6QXQ0QT09
https://dohio.org/designate-a-gift-to-your-parish


help serving, but this date will be at a different time)
Friday, December 9th--ornament and hot chocolate
Friday, February 3rd--heart math
Friday, March 3rd--Dr. Suess theme
Friday, April 14th--plant theme
Friday, May 5th--a cookout

If you are interested in volunteering for events or want more
information about Gibbs Elementary and some of our needs,
please contact Mandy Pelger.

September Birthdays
3 Ronald Rupp
7 Linda Deuble
14 Maxine Kit

16 Bruce Hixon
17 Wayne Paradis

23 Alex Highman, Chris Smith
27 John Highman
29 Emily Gordon

September Anniversaries
2 Tom and Sandy Turner

From the Diocese:

The Meet & Greet sub-committee is soliciting questions from
the diocese from which we will formulate a series of questions
that address the issues of interest and concern to you. Please
know that we value your input and hope to have candidates
answer as many of your questions as possible. Please submit
your questions by Friday, September 16, 2022 at 5 p.m.,
using this link.
 

mailto:mpelger09@gmail.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Qi8esgZst3YYH1N2ZZdPPtOJMKdiTc0FzkrncXzZGhyr5uyAbtNc2EvV7el8W-dVxbPNe7veMZVlHxyRw2TuDtDxhGkYgp93et1wDfaVGZ7A1_aL48TltQlR6K4pp1kxAE39t_c4-gkFHwQ7z_gJhcKOkyDm7azt3mTBAC-dNCs=&c=my84SHgctE6M8ddnUQoY-PBzmXSbegXa42-gHQjPcIZLdV5Xo6TsJw==&ch=oilPUgvnmHU_9KUU1KqYyQphgMMleg9RJasrarjBfIBlP_VFvzJAzw==


The Meet & Greet sub-committee will review and consolidate
the submitted questions into a set of questions that will be used
throughout the Meet & Greet week. We plan to have the
candidates answer as wide a range of questions as possible. 
 
All are invited to attend the public Meet & Greet sessions. 

Public Meet and Greet Dates and Times

1. Sunday, October 23 from 2 - 4 p.m., Christ Church, Warren
 
2. Monday, October 24 from 6 - 8 p.m., St. Paul’s Church,
Akron (Livestreamed)
 
3. Tuesday, October 25 from 6 - 8 p.m., Grace Church,
Mansfield

4. Wednesday, October 26 from 6 - 8 p.m., St. Timothy’s
Church, Perrysburg 

5. Thursday, October 27 from 4 - 5 p.m., Trinity Cathedral,
Cleveland and on Zoom (for People of Color)

6. Thursday, October 27 from 6 - 8 p.m., Trinity Cathedral,
Cleveland (Livestreamed) 

Bob's Music Notes

To prepare for my organ lessons,
my high school music teacher
bought me "The Art of Organ
Playing, Part 2 -- Pedals" for $7.50.
In today's currency that would be
around $40!

The book was written by Britain's
greatest organist of a century ago,
William Thomas Best. He was
easily the Virgil Fox of his day. He
had 5,000 concert pieces committed to memory and was a
most colorful figure -- somewhat testy, it has been said. At a
ceremony to dedicate a municipal organ, the Lord Mayor made
a lengthy speech and then said, "The organ will now play."



Best didn't budge but said "Very well. Let it play." And he didn't
touch that console until he had been properly introduced!

Virgil Keel Fox was born May 3, 1912, in Princeton IL, a few
weeks after the Titanic disaster. His mom Birdie played piano
in a movie house. And of Miles, his dad, Fox himself told me
(when I complimented him on his incisive rhythm), "Bobby, I
come by this naturally. My father had rhythm in his every
bone. He was famed as a square dance caller."

As a child, the young Virgil heard Paderewski play a piano
recital which so moved him that he ran home and told his mom
in tears that he had found his calling -- to be a concert artist!

He studied with Chicago's famous Wilhelm Middelschulte, then
on to Peabody with Louis Robert (where he completed the
four-year Artist Diploma course in one year, the only person
ever to do so!) Then he was off to Paris to study with Marcel
Dupre and Louis Vierne. Back in the USA, he was made head
of Peabody's organ department and, it was in this golden
moment that I was to study with an icon.

Prayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns

Jim Weaver, Jane Schutrum, Ron Hill, Amelia Rowland, Ron
Brookes

Family and Friends:  Erin Toohey Frank (acquaintance of
Patrick & Becky Watters); Chris Posey (Joe Hoot’s sister); Ray,
(friend of Bob Morrison); Ashley Morgan Burton (niece of Barb
Siegfried); DaNay Jackson (friend of Ron Brookes); Patrick
Kiduff (friend of Anne Coen); Allison Cornell-Hood, Christine
Allenbaugh, Bob Patterson, & Anne Higgins (daughter &
friends of Diane Cornell); Baby Finnigan Savage & family,
(friends of Pam McCarthy); Dan Dennis (friend of John
Werren); Dan & Bonnie, Jimmy Little (Friends & son of Sue
Little); Lenny Reich, Theresa & Addelyn (friends of the Hixons);
Kahmario Coleman (family friend of Jan Hudson); Matt Gagnon
(assistant principal at Oakwood Middle School); Yanette
Pysher (Vonda Temelkoff’s cousin); Sandy Snyder & Doug
Fulton (friend & brother-in-law of the Rands); Lynnda Hoefler
(friends of Sue Little); Tony Donahue & Beth Conley (friends of
Cricket Boyd); Denny & Holly (friends of Paulette Frech); Marc



Hostetler (brother of Susan Hostetler); Baby David (friend of
the Schaubs); Sullivan & Guzman families & Pastor Marilyn
Roman (friends of the Mulls); Johnny Willoughby (grandson of
the Willoughbys); and Jim Mesko (friend of Jim Weaver).

For those who have died.
For those in the armed forces.

PRAYER CHAIN:
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the
specific needs of those on the prayer chain. If you would like to
place yourself or a loved one on the prayer chain, please
contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net

Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or
on the Prayer Concerns list appearing in The Lion's Pause and
Sunday bulletin or in both places. Please let Bobbi know your
preference. Unless otherwise instructed, names will be listed
as we receive them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the
status of your friends or family members as to when they may
be removed from the prayer lists.

Office Hours:Office Hours:
Fr. RJ: M-Th, by appointment

Katie: MWF, 8-2:30 p.m.

Contact Us:
Fr. RJ
Office

Wardens

 
Need to update your directory
listing, birthday, or
anniversary? Update here.

      

515 48TH ST. NW CANTON, OH 44709
330.499.2662 | OFFICE@STMARKS-CANTON.ORG

WWW.STMARKS-CANTON.ORG

We seek to unite all people with God and each other in Christ through
worship, fellowship, education, and service.

St. Mark's Church
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The Episcopal Church
The Diocese of Ohio

More Links HERE
Bellwether Farm

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The
difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products
to the charitable organization of your choice.

Shop HereShop Here
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