
Rector's Ramblings 
One factor that keeps people from
reading the Bible more frequently is they
have difficulty seeing the relevance of
scripture to their lives. There are a few
simple methods of reading scripture that
can help us apply what we read to our
daily living. 

One method is to ask three questions as we are reading:
What? So what? Now what? 

The Gospel reading from the Daily Office yesterday was Luke
6:1-11:

One sabbath while Jesus was going through the cornfields, his
disciples plucked some heads of grain, rubbed them in their
hands, and ate them. But some of the Pharisees said, "Why
are you doing what is not lawful on the sabbath?" Jesus
answered, "Have you not read what David did when he and his
companions were hungry? He entered the house of God and
took and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful
for any but the priests to eat, and gave some to his
companions?" Then he said to them, "The Son of Man is lord of
the sabbath."
 
On another sabbath he entered the synagogue and taught, and
there was a man there whose right hand was withered. The
scribes and the Pharisees watched him to see whether he
would cure on the sabbath, so that they might find an
accusation against him. Even though he knew what they were
thinking, he said to the man who had the withered hand, "Come
and stand here." He got up and stood there. Then Jesus said to
them, "I ask you, is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the



sabbath, to save life or to destroy it?" After looking around at
all of them, he said to him, "Stretch out your hand." He did so,
and his hand was restored. But they were filled with fury and
discussed with one another what they might do to Jesus.

After reading the section, we answer the question, “What
happened?” There were two conflicts between Jesus and the
Pharisees regarding the observance of the Sabbath. 

Then we ask, “Why did this matter?” Although the Pharisees
were serious about observing the Sabbath, their observance
did not capture the true meaning of the Sabbath. We might add
that the Pharisees were looking for justification to ignore
Jesus. 

Finally we ask, “Now what?” I might examine if my observance
of religious practice is informed by the larger principles of the
gospel. When I pray before a meal, do I do so because it is
what I am supposed to do? Or do I pray because I recognize
that the food I am about to eat is a gift from God, and I am
grateful for that gift? I might also ask myself if there are
teachings of Jesus that I try to ignore based on some
technicality. 

A second method for reading the Bible in a way that will help
me apply it to my life is to notice what words or phases in the
reading jump out at me. In the above passage, the command of
Jesus, “Stretch out your hand,” might stand out. Perhaps that
stands out because the man had a choice regarding whether
he would trust Jesus’ ability to heal him. 

Several words or phrases may stand out. After thinking about
why they stand out, we ask the question, “How am I called to
respond in light of the text?” Perhaps in this case I am called to
trust Jesus more deeply. 

A third method for reading the Bible is to imagine yourself in
the narrative. In the passage above, you might imagine that
you are one of the disciples in the field or in the synagogue with
Jesus, and you observe the conflict and the healing. You might
imagine that you are the man who is healed. Notice the looks
on the faces of the various parties. How does it feel to have the
eyes of everyone in the synagogue on you as Jesus heals
you? Then have a brief conversation with Jesus about what



you noticed. 

These are three simple methods of Bible Study that may be
helpful in finding life application for what we read in the
scripture. If you have been having difficulty reading scripture
and applying it to your life, you might consider trying these
methods. One or more of them may be fruitful. One or more of
them might not work for you. Use the method that is most
helpful to you.  

Fr. RJ

FALL "CELEBRATION"
OUTDOOR CLEAN-UP!
 
Volunteers are needed to help
with Fall clean-up in the Betty
Fortney Sanctuary. Pulling
weeds, raking leaves, planting
some bulbs, whatever your
specialty is! Bring your tools and gloves and get ready for
some fun fall clean up at the church. You can participate by
signing up for one of these dates: 
 
Saturday, October 8 from 10-12
Saturday, October 15 from 10-12
 
So celebrate the fall outdoors and help prepare the Sanctuary
for services next year. Breathe in the crisp fall air and enjoy
some spooky treats too! Who knows, we just might spot a
deer or two!...or three...

Let us know you're coming! Email the office.

Holy Eucharist, October 2, 8 and 10 a.m.
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Sunday School, 10 a.m.
Lessons
Bulletin
Live Stream

Wednesday, October 5
Evening Prayer, 4 p.m. (Zoom)
Bulletin Zoom
Vestry, 5:30 p.m.

Katie will be out of the office October 7-10.
October 10: Office Closed

Picture Day: October 16th after the 10 a.m. Service

If you would like a new directory photo, please stay after the 10
a.m. service. Photos will be outside by the back pavilion.
RSVP here.

The Diocese has continued to offer easy
online giving. To use this, please select "St.
Mark's Canton" from the dropdown, and
choose either a one-time or recurring gift. We
thank you for your continued support.

Designate a Gift to St. Mark's

http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp22_RCL.html
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/7bd11f02-85d2-4767-955c-3f7aac62ba33.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/stmarks.canton
https://files.constantcontact.com/32ed7374201/593a049d-fefd-4c4e-98de-d2e8be9510f0.pdf
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88592871325?pwd=TlJZNW53azM1RlhpOWJUc3h0TEs5UT09
mailto:office@stmarks-canton.org
https://dohio.org/designate-a-gift-to-your-parish


A Note from the Treasurer

Volunteer Opportunity at Gibbs Elementary

We are looking for volunteers to be part of our
family events once a month at Gibbs Elementary
in the Canton City School District.

We have a themed hour once a month from 2:15-3:15 in each
classroom. Families are invited to attend and participate with



their children, but they are not always able to attend for many
reasons. This year we would love to have volunteers who
attend and are in a classroom each month and available to
work with students, especially the students who do not have
family to attend. 

The dates are: 
Friday, October 7th--a fall story retelling
Tuesday, November 22nd-- a parade and feast  (we will need
help serving, but this date will be at a different time)
Friday, December 9th--ornament and hot chocolate
Friday, February 3rd--heart math
Friday, March 3rd--Dr. Seuss theme
Friday, April 14th--plant theme
Friday, May 5th--a cookout

If you are interested in volunteering for events or want more
information about Gibbs Elementary and some of our needs,
please contact Mandy Pelger.

Another way to help: many students in Canton City School District
are living in poverty and this means their holidays often look
different than ours. At Gibbs, we try to provide a Thanksgiving
Feast for all of our students each year before the holiday break. In
order to provide this meal, we ask for donations to cover the cost
of having it catered. The cost this year to feed 400 students will be
around $1,200 and we are asking St. Mark's members to donate if
able. We will also be looking for volunteers on Tuesday, November
22nd, to serve the food to our students.

If you can donate, please make your checks out to St. Mark's
Episcopal Church with the memo line "Gibbs Elementary". In
addition, if you would like to volunteer to serve on the 22nd,
please let Mandy Pelger know, and she will contact you closer to
the event with the time and other details. Thank you for all that you
do to support our local community. 

Bob's Music Notes

After reviewing the colors of the organ, Virgil Fox next
acquainted me with pedal scales. He had devised a scheme of
heel/toe patterns to encompass the full 32 notes of the pedal
division -- white and black notes alike. There are shoes made
especially for organ players, most notably Organmaster, but I
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didn't know about these until much later, and instead bought
tap dance shoes with soft soles and higher heels, and removed
the "taps." (As a side note, French master Marcel Dupre did
not use special shoes. When asked what shoes he used for
organ playing, he said, "My own, of course!")

Fox often played a perpetual motion piece by his teacher
Middelschulte that asked the player to cover two notes with
heel and toe in each foot and going fast -- which I never
mastered. 

There are players today (such as Hector Olivera) who can play
"The Bee" with their feet, and my friends Mark Alan Thewes
and Chad Pittman do amazing things with just their feet,
duetting as "Two Men and a Bench" (an appellation I gave
them). They played for us at St. Mark's some time ago and are
still going strong. 

Years later, when my wife Kathleen and I were guests at Fox's
New Jersey home, he invited me for an organ lesson (at 4:00
a.m.!) and when I started to play, he stopped me and said,
"Bobby, your pedal playing lacks authority!" Sad, but true.

October Birthdays
1 W. Robert Morrison

4 Ivy Smith
8 Gail Wetherell Sack

10 RJ Johnson
16 Pat Silagy-Wesson

18 Bobbi Gordon
21 Tom Burns

29 Emily Gordon
 

October Anniversaries
1 David and Christy Thorley
5 Chuck and Karen Violand
16 Derek and Emily Gordon



Prayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns

Jim Weaver, Jane Schutrum, Ron Hill, Amelia Rowland, Ron
Brookes

Family and Friends: Lenny Reich (Bruce Hixon’s friend); Kay
Stanley (Bobbi Gordon’s mother); Chris Posey (Joe Hoot’s
sister); Ray (friend of Bob Morrison); Ashley Morgan Burton
(niece of Barb Siegfried); DaNay Jackson (friend of Ron
Brookes); Allison Cornell-Hood, Christine Allenbaugh, Bob
Patterson, & Anne Higgins (daughter & friends of Diane
Cornell); Baby Finnigan Savage & family, (friends of Pam
McCarthy); Dan Dennis (friend of John Werren); Dan & Bonnie,
Jimmy Little (riends & son of Sue Little); Lenny Reich, Theresa
& Addelyn (friends of the Hixons); Kahmario Coleman (family
friend of Jan Hudson); Matt Gagnon (assistant principal at
Oakwood Middle School); Yanette Pysher (Vonda Temelkoff’s
cousin); Sandy Snyder & Doug Fulton (friend & brother-in-law
of the Rands); Lynnda Hoefler (friends of Sue Little); Tony
Donahue & Beth Conley (friends of Cricket Boyd); Denny &
Holly (friends of Paulette Frech); Marc Hostetler (brother of
Susan Hostetler); Baby David (friend of the Schaubs); Sullivan
& Guzman families, Jim Bellamy, Bill Allen, Mike Paradis &
Pastor Marilyn Roman (friends of the Mulls); Johnny
Willoughby (grandson of the Willoughbys); Jim Mesko (friend of
Jim Weaver).

For those who have died.
For those in the armed forces.

PRAYER CHAIN:
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for the
specific needs of those on the prayer chain. If you would like to
place yourself or a loved one on the prayer chain, please
contact Bobbi Gordon at ggordon24@sbcglobal.net

Prayer requests may be placed on the private Prayer Chain or
on the Prayer Concerns list appearing in The Lion's Pause and
Sunday bulletin or in both places. Please let Bobbi know your
preference. Unless otherwise instructed, names will be listed
as we receive them. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the
status of your friends or family members as to when they may



be removed from the prayer lists.

Office Hours:Office Hours:
Fr. RJ: M-Th, by appointment

Katie: MWF, 8-2:30 p.m.

Contact Us:
Fr. RJ
Office

Wardens

 
Need to update your directory
listing, birthday, or
anniversary? Update here.
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We seek to unite all people with God and each other in Christ through
worship, fellowship, education, and service.
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More Links HERE
Bellwether Farm

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The
difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products
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