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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
Vestry Meeting Minutes 

November 5, 2025 
 
 

Present:  Fr. RJ, Kent Clark, Sr. Warden; Kathy Wise, Jr. Warden; Ken Jaeb, Marcia Tirpak, 
Patrick Watters, Rick Werren, Patrick Wilson 
Not Present:  Beth Bletzacker, Joe Hoot 
Guest:  Charlie Kiesling, Treasurer 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:56pm by Kent.  Kathy provided the devotion. 
 
Kent motioned to accept the minutes of the October 1, 2025, meeting.  Patrick Wilson seconded the 
motion, and the motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Financial:  Q3 2025 Budget, 2026 Draw 

• Charlie presented the Q3 2025 Financial Reports and the 2026 Proposed Budget. 
• The proposed Trust withdrawal in 2026 is $3,000 per month. 

 
Add Pam Clark as Authorized Check Signer 

• Pam Clark has agreed to help with monthly finance duties and needs to be added as a check 
signer. 

• Rick motioned to approve Pam Clark to be added as a signer on all St. Mark’s Key Bank accounts.  
Patrick Watters seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

• A review of the complete list of signers will be approved after the Annual Meeting in February. 
 
2026 Housing Allowance 

• Rick motioned to approve the Rector’s Housing Allowance for 2026.  Kathy seconded the motion 
and the motion passed unanimously. 

• The motion reads:  
The following resolution was duly adopted by the Vestry of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 
Canton, Ohio at a regularly scheduled meeting held on November 5, 2025, a quorum being 
present: 
 
Whereas, Section 107 of the Internal Revenue code permits a minister of the gospel to 
exclude from gross income a church-designated allowance paid to him as part of his 
compensation to the extent used by him for actual expenses in owning or renting a home; 
and 
 
Whereas, Ronald A. Johnson is compensated by St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Canton, Ohio 
exclusively for services as a minister of the gospel; and 
 
Whereas, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Canton, Ohio does not provide Ronald A. Johnson 
with a rectory, therefore, it is hereby 
 
Resolved, that of the salary paid to Ronald A. Johnson for calendar year 2026, $30,000 is 
hereby designated to be a housing allowance; and it is further 
 
Resolved that the designation of $30,000 as a housing allowance shall apply to calendar year 
2026 and all future years unless otherwise provided.      
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Rector’s Report 
• We had a Baptism last month and there will be another one next Sunday. 
• We had a visitor last week who had been streaming our services on Facebook.  
• Fr. RJ will write an article for the Lion’s Pause discussing the importance of being in attendance 

on Sundays.  Our physical presence makes a difference for ourselves, for other parishioners, and 
for visitors to see a vibrant parish. 

 
Wardens’ Reports 

• Senior Warden 
o Kent wants to work on recruiting more acolytes. 

• Junior Warden 
o No report. 

 
Liaison Reports 

• Cluster dinners will pause until around Easter.  
• The Stewardship dinners went well and had good speakers. 

 
Buildings and Grounds 

• There are no major projects being implemented at this time. 
• We received bids on vinyl and aluminum covering, and also painting, for the trim on the 

building.  It was decided not to spend money on the trim now and save it for other projects. 
• The hump in the aisle floor in the sanctuary will be addressed in the future. 

 
2026 Vestry Members 

• The Vestry was asked to think of recommendations for new Vestry members, especially those 
from underrepresented groups. 

• The retiring Vestry members are Kent Clark, Joe Hoot, and Rick Werren. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:49pm with a motion by Rick, seconded by Patrick Wilson, and approved 
unanimously. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 3, 2025, at 6:00pm. 
 
Patrick Watters will provide the Reflection and Prayer for the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Karen Violand 
Clerk 


